








IVORY AND BONE 

Nottingham has only 4 ivory and bone objects from Nemi. The findspots are not 
recorded, nor is it possible to date these pieces with accuracy. 

N 595 Length 63 mm. Width 35 mm. 
Decorative ivory plaque broken at each end. The upper edge 
is bevelled, the lower edge grooved. Flat back, scored 
diagonally; presumably as a key for gluing to wood etc. 

9 decorative bronze pins pick out the guilloche above and a 
gilt bronze stud ornaments the leaf ? pattern below. The 
position for a second, missing stud appears to its right. These 
lower studs may have helped fix the plaque. 

N 596 Total length 90 mm. Bowl diameter 25 mm. 
Bone spoon. Two pairs of incised lines form a chevron 
underneath the bowl. 
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N 597 Length 41 mm. Maximum width 42 mm. 
Bone hinge section of ox humerus pierced with a drilled 
hole 12 mm. in diameter. The two cut ends show circular 
wear with some degree of polish . The outer surface has been 
longitudinally scraped. Around the hole shows finer 
transverse wear and some polishing. Similar bone hinges 
survive on a wooden cupboard from Herculaneum. 

N 598 Length 27 mm. Diameter 32 mm. 
Another bone hinge segment cut from a ? horse metatarsal. 
Side hole diameter 10 mm. Finish as on 597 except around 
the hole. 
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Fig. 18: Ivory and bone. 
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EARLY ROMAN REPUBLICAN COINAGE 
AND THE COINS FROM NEMI 

The earliest Roman coinage appeared just before 300 B.C. The dates of some 
subsequent developments are disputed, but the general outline is clear. 

The new coinage was of two kinds: so-called aes grave was cast in bronze and based 
on the Roman pound and its duodecimal subdivisions. Thus the principal coin, the 
as, initially weighed a Roman pound, the semis a half, triens a third, quadrans a 
quarter, sextans one sixth and uncia a twelfth. From about the beginning of the First 
Punic War (264-242), the weight standard was reduced, sothatthe as weighed 5/6 of a 
pound, and the subdivisions were correspondingly smaller. 

Alongside aes gravethere existed two other systems: Aes rude, crude lumps of 
bronze which may have been used for exchange by weight, was already in use before 
the advent of aes grave and continued well into the third century. 

A silver based struck coinage imitating Greek prototypes from south Italy was 
introduced about the same time. Its principal coin was the didrachm (and occasional 
drachms) with lower denominations struck in bronze :Obols and half obols according 
to the practice current in Campania. 

Some of the earliest aes grave types were found by Lord Savile at Nemi together 
with aes rude and many votive terracottas as well as later Roman coins, outside the 
southwest front of the temple. 

An outline of the development of Roman Republican coinage is given here for the 
general reader as a framework for detailed analysis. The cast aes grave appeared in a 
number of series down to 217 B.C. Each series probably represents a chronological 
phase and is now named after its distinctive types. 
Thus in the Nottingham collection: 

Aesgrave 
Heavy Dioscuri/Mercury series 
Heavy Apollo/ Apollo 
Heavy Roma/Roma without symbol 
Wheel 
Light Dioscuri/Mercury series 

Light Apollo/ Apollo 
(not represented) 

Dates 
280-276B.C. 
275-270 
269-266 
265-242 
241-235 

234-231 

LightRoma/Roma series with symbol 230-226 
Prow series 225 -217 

Roman struck bronze and silver coins 

Head of Goddess r./lion r. 
Head of Minerva r./horse's head r. 

Head of Mars/horse's head 
(also silver drachm) 
Head of Apollo/horse 
(also head of Roma/ dog) 
Head of Mars/horse 

During the war with Hannibal two weight reductions occurred and a semi-
libral (half pound) Prow series was issued in 217-215. The weight was further 
reduced in 215-212, in another wartime issue, the post semi-libral series. 

Contemporary with the semi-libral coins, a collateral series was issued using 
different designs, eg, N 683, an uncia bearing the radiate head of Helios, the sun 
god, and on the reverse a crescent. 
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Apart from the Roman coins, Savile's excavations also produced large numbers of 
Italian coins. The great majority of these were minted in Campania and particularly at 
Neapolis (Naples); a few came from as far afield as Syracuse and Carthage. 

The coins listed from the mints of Aesernia, Cales, Neapolis, Compulteria and 
Teanum, all in Campania to the south of Nemi, are third century B.C. in date. Those of 
Arpi in Apulia south-east of Nemi and from Carthage are again third century and 
N. 775 from Syracuse is a coin of King Hieron II (269-215). 

In 211 B.C. a new system of Roman coinage was introduced, based on a silver coin, 
the denarius, with smaller denominations in silver and bronze. Denarii were to last 
throughout the later Republican period and far into the Imperial. At first the old 
denominations of as, semis, triens, quadrans, sextans, and uncia were minted but 
from the late second century very little bronze was struck until the reign of Augustus 
(31 B.C. - A.D. 14) 

The later coins exhibited, nos. 783-785 and 787-791, are bronzes of the earliest 
phase of the denarius system which dates from 211 to c. 205 B.C. whilst some others 
can also be closely dated. N. 802 is a sextans from Luceria in Apulia, also of 211-205 
B.C. N. 804, 806 and 807 are interesting in having distinctive marks, a wreath, a prow 
and a star respectively over the normal Prow reverse, issue marks probably based on 
family emblems dateable to 211-208 for N 804 and 206-195 for the other two. 

Later, Roman magistrates of the mint issued coins bearing their names, eg. N. 808-
809, asses of P. Blasio (169-158), and N.810 of L. Saufeius (152 B.C.). 

From Nemi only four silver coins now exist and the hundreds of Imperial coins 
found by Lord Savile have disappeared. Mr; Crawford's analysis shows in detail what 
is left. 
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THE SANCTUARY OF DIANA AT NEMI 
The Coins 

The sanctuary of Diana at Nemi, in common with many other central Italian 
sanctuaries of the Hellenistic period, produced when excavated a rich harvest of 
coins. Some indication of what these were appeared in fp.e Notizie degli Sea vi in the 
course of 1885 and 1887 and a reasonably full account by W. Helbig in the Bullettino 
dell'Istituto di Corrispondenza Archeologica 1885, 225-242. The vast bulk of the 
pieces were acquired by Lord Savile, given to the Castle Museum in Nottingham and 
listed by G. Harry Wallis along with the rest of the material from the sanctuary of 
Diana at Nemi which came the same way. A number of pieces were published by E. J. 
Haeberlin in his Aes Grave as forming part of his own collection and a number of 
others as having been part of the stock of the dealer X. Pasinati in 1895. 

The mounting of a new exhibition of the material from the sanctuary of Diana at 
Nemi provides a welcome spur to a proper publication of the coins. It has been 
possible, in the company of Andrew Burnett, to identify a number of pieces not 
previously identified and to weigh every piece now in Nottingham. The onl~ attempt 
hitherto to provide as complete a list of the finds as possible, by S. L. Cesano m AIIN 1 
(1912), 75, is not based on autopsy and does not give a full account; it i~ also not only 
inaccurate in detail, but errs in adding the totals recorded by W. Helb1g to the totals 
otherwise attested. There is certainly much overlap and I have only indicated pieces 
recorded by Helbig when his totals cannot be accounted ~or by pieces otherwi~e 
attested; I have also only assigned a running number to a piece recorded by Helb1g 
when no piece of that type is otherwise attested. 

There remains much material certainly found with the material listed here of 
which no adequate account can be given. Thus NSc 1885, 254, remarks that altogether 
200 Roman Republican coins of the denarius system were found; NSc 1885, 255, 
remarks that 300 Roman Imperial coins were found, including a bronze of Pius, but 
NSc 1885, 320, remarks that 20 Roman Imperial coins were found, without making it 
clear whether this is a different group or whether the earlier record is being corrected. 
A -collection of photos donated by Lord Savile to the British Museum illustrates a 
number of pieces not otherwise attested, which have been included in the list below, 
and there may well have been more . (The photos also illustrate four tesserae: 
Standing figure/Standing figure, Standing figure/Standing figure, IVVENIBlank, .f:iX1 / 

Triple Hecate) . 
Quite apart from these generic indications of missing material, there are puzzling 

features of the list presented here. For instance, it is odd that only one Mars/Horse 
ROMA bronze is recorded; and it is highly unlikely that only two post-semilibral 
bronzes were found. Nonetheless, the material is clearly similar to that from other 
central Italian sanctuaries, notably Carsoli and Vicarello . As far as chronological 
spread is concerned, none of the datable material seems to be much earlier than the 
Pyrrhic War, which perhaps provides an argument for assigning the beginning of ~he 
Roman aes grave to that period. No. 717 is also significant for the chronology of Itahan 
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and Sicilian coinage since it is overstruck on a Poseidon/Trident bronze of Syracuse. 
Roman material dominates by an enormous margin; such foreign material as there is 
can readily be regarded as having come north with troops returning from the Pyrrhic 
War, the First Punic War or the Second Punic War. The only exception to this pattern 
is no. 777. It is also remarkable that, as far as one can tell, bronze dominates even in 
the late Republic, a fact which suggests that in the phrase aes conlatum, used to 
describe offerings to temples, aes does not simply mean money, but reflects a real 
aspect of Roman piety. 

Aes rude 57. Triens Pasinati 
(18 pieces mentioned by Helbig) 58 . Triens Pasinati 
211.10, 62.59, 59.57, 53.76, 44.08, 36 .81 , 27.54, 26.24, 59. Triens Pasinati 
25 .76 , 20.69, 19.23, 18.41,13.39 Nottingham 60. Triens Pasinati 

61. Triens Pasinati 
Roman aes grave 62 . Triens 111.05 Nottingham 
Heavy Dioscuri/Mercury series 63 . Triens 96.76 Nottingham 

1. As 327,73 Haeberlin 64 . Triens 119.18 Nottingham 
2. As 318.00 Haeberlin 65. Triens 106.99 Nottingham 
3. As 306.04 Haeberlin 66. Triens 112 .52 Nottingham 
4 . As 288.52 Haeberlin 67. Triens 96.89 Nottingham 
5. As 281.16 Haeberlin 68 . Quadrans Pasinati 
6. As 270.96 Haeberlin 69 . Quadrans 70.09 Nottingham 
7. As 314.20 Nottingham 70. Quadrans 81.22 Nottingham 
8. Semis Pasinati 71. Sextans Pasinati 
9 . Semis Pasinati 72 . Sextans Pasinati 

10. Triens Pasinati 73. Sextans Pasinati 
11. Triens Pasinati 74. Sextans Pasinati 
12. Triens Pasinati 75 . Sextans 59.64 Nottingham 
13. Triens Pasinati 76 . Sextans 49.63 Nottingham 
14. Triens Pasinati 77. Sextans 50.62 Nottingham 
15. Triens Pasinati 78. Uncia 31.07 Haeberlin 
16. Triens Pasinati 79. Uncia Pasinati 
17. Triens Pasinati 80. Uncia Pasinati 
18. Triens Pasinati 81. Uncia Pasinati 
19. Triens Pasinati 82 . Uncia Pasinati 
20. Triens Pasinati 83. Uncia Pasinati 
21. Triens Pasinati 84. Uncia Pasinati 
22. Triens 97.55 Nottingham 85. Uncia Pasinati 
23. Triens 97.27 Nottingham 86. Uncia 19.96 Nottingham 
24. Triens 76 .14 Nottingham 87. Uncia 29.09 Nottingham 
25. Triens 105.07 Nottingham 88. Uncia 24.86 Nottingham 
26. Quadrans Pasinati 89. Uncia 28.55 Nottingham 
27. Quadrans Pasinati 
28 . Quadrans 77 .68 Nottingham Roma/Roma series without symbol 

(12 sextantes mentioned by Helbig) 
90. As 278.22 Nottingham 29. Sextans Pasinati 

30. Sextans Pasinati 91. Semis Helbig 

31. Sextans Pasinati 92. Sextans Pasinati 

32 . Sextans Pasinati 93. Sextans 39.99 Nottingham 

33. Sextans Pasinati 94 . Sextans 41.81 Nottingham 

34. Sextans Pasinati (15 unciae mentioned by Helbig) 

35. Sextans 53.54 Nottingham 95. Uncia Pasinati 

36. Sextans 58.54 Nottingham 96. Uncia Pasinati 

37. Sextans 46.26 Nottingham 97. Uncia Pasinati 

38. Sextans 42 .37 Nottingham 98. Uncia Pasinati 

39. Uncia Pasinati 99. Uncia Pasinati 

40. Uncia Pasinati 100. Uncia Pasinati 

41. Uncia Pasinati 101. Uncia 22 .80 Nottingham 

42 . Uncia Pasinati 102. Uncia 23.01 Nottingham 

43. Uncia Pasinati 103. Uncia 21.18 Nottingham 

44. Uncia Pasinati 104. Uncia 18.89 Nottingham 

45. Un cia Pasinati 105. Uncia 20.23 Nottingham 

46. Uncia Pasinati 106. Semuncia Pasinati 

47. Uncia 28.19 Nottingham 
48. Uncia 27.04 · Nottingham Wheel series 
49. Uncia 26.77 Nottingham 107. Semis 134.09 Nottingham 
50. Uncia 27.46 Nottingham 108. Triens Helbig 

109. Quadrans 63.48 Nottingham 
Heavy Apollo/Apollo series 110. Quadrans 62.80 Nottingham 

51. As 346.70 Haeberlin 111. Sextans Pasinati 
52. As 333.05 Haeberlin 112. Sextans Pasinati 
53. As 295.90 Haeberlin 113. Sextans Pasinati 
54. As 319.35 Nottin gham 114. Sextans Pasinati 
55 . Semis Pasinati 115 . Sextans Pasinati 
56. Semis Pasinati 116. Sextans Pasin ati 
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Plate xv: Coins: aes grave. 
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