
Fall 2015, CLASSICS 4032/WGST 3715: Gender and Sexuality in Ancient Greece and Rome 
 
TTH 2.15-3.30 2611 James, Prof. Liv Yarrow (yarrow@brooklyn.cuny.edu), x5191, office hours:  MW2:15-2:45pm; TTH 3:40-4:10pm and by appointment, 2407A 
 
Description: 
3 classroom hours plus conference  and independent research; 4 credits 
An exploration into the ways in which individual sexual experience was  categorized and evaluated by society in the ancient world, with special  attention to 
questions of gender role, sexual orientation, and the  intersection of the personal and  the political. Evidence from such  literary and nonliterary sources as lyric 
poetry, epigram, drama, oratory,  history, philosophy, epigraphy, and the visual arts. Emphasis on research  methodologies.   
 
This course is designed to help you meet following the overall program goals for Classics: 
 

c) a simultaneously broad and deep familiarity with the range of surviving cultural products from Greco-Roman antiquity, including both texts and material evidence 
 

d) an understanding of the diverse interpretive frameworks and contextualizing factors related to these cultural products, including literary trends, history, geography, 
and social patterns of ancient Greece, Rome, and their neighboring cultures 

 
e) the ability to build cogent and critically rigorous arguments rooted in textual and material evidence, arguments that respect the complexity and ambiguity of primary 
and secondary sources 

 
f) a familiarity with the influence that Greece and Rome have exerted on later phases of Western culture 
 

To a lesser extend you may have the opportunity to apply your language learning, if you’ve already studied Latin or Greek.  This is not a course requirement, but only an 
available option that intersect with another program goal: 
 

b) through learning at least one complex, highly inflected language, the ability to use language in general with analytical rigor and clarity 
 
Because this is an upper level course with a focus on research methodologies and a significant independent research component, goal (e) above is given greater focus.  Goal (f) 
will be touched on mostly informally in class discussions and  in online discussions. 

 
Graded components 
 
3%    -  Footnote worksheet.  9/25 
10%  -  Preliminary annotated bibliography: 10 to 15 articles or chapters, all published with the last 25 years. 10/6 
4%    -  Primary evidence worksheet. 10/13 
5%  -  Draft Thesis Statement, Sample Paragraphs, and Rough Outline 10/27 
18%  -  Participation on Discussion Boards on BB Various 
15%  -  Presentations. Topics chosen first class.  10-15 minutes. Minimum 5, Maximum 8  well-designed power point slides.  You may also chose to pass out a 
handout if you are discussing longer passages of text.  You must submit a printout of your slides and a complete bibliography in Chicago style, including page 
numbers.  Presentations must include references to at least three pieces of primary evidence and be informed by at least five pieces of scholarly secondary 
literature published in the last twenty years.  You will be graded on how clearly and comprehensively you answer the set question.   The presentation should 
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help set the stage for a lively class discussion on the same topic.  You many not choose a topic on which you've done closely related work in another college level 
course. 
25%  -  Research paper, 5,000-7,000 words, Chicago style. 
20%  -  Final exam. This test will focus on specialist vocabulary, primary evidence, and also draw upon the oral presentation topics.   
 
Late work loses 10% of its graded value each 24 hour period that its submission is delayed. Thus no submissions are accepted more than 10 days after the 
due date.   A missed conference is an additional 10% reduction.   Late rough drafts lead to a 1% percent reduction on your final paper grade for each 24 hour 
period they are not submitted.  Late return of peer evaluations leads to a 1% percent reduction on your final paper grade for each 24 hour period they are 
not submitted. 
 
Important dates 
Wednesday,  September 2 Last day to add a course   
Wednesday, September 9 Last day to file for elective Pass/Fail  
Thursday, September 10 Conversion Day: Classes follow a Monday Schedule  
Tuesday, September 15 Last day to apply for Fall 2015 Graduation  
Wednesday,  September 16 Last day to drop a course without a grade  
Friday, September 25 Conversion Day: Classes follow a Tuesday Schedule  
Monday, November 9 Last day to withdraw from a course  with a W (non - penalty) grade  
Monday, December 7 Last day to resolve  Spring  and  Summer  2015 incomplete grade (INC)  
 
Official Language 
 
The faculty and administration of Brooklyn College support an environment free from cheating and plagiarism. Each student is responsible for being aware of what constitutes cheating and 
plagiarism and for avoiding both. The complete text of the CUNY Academic Integrity Policy and the Brooklyn College procedure for implementing that policy can be found at this site: 
http://www.brooklyn.cuny.edu/bc/policies. If a faculty member suspects a violation of academic integrity and, upon investigation, confirms that violation, or if the student admits the violation, the 
faculty member MUST report the violation.  

 
In order to receive disability-related academic accommodations students must first be registered with the Center for Student Disability Services. Students who have a documented disability or 
suspect they may have a disability are invited to set up an appointment with the Director of the Center for Student Disability Services, Ms. Valerie Stewart-Lovell at 718-951-5538. If you have 
already registered with the Center for Student Disability Services please provide your professor with the course accommodation form and discuss your specific accommodation with him/her.  

 
I also respect the state law regarding non-attendance because of religious beliefs (see p. 72 in the Bulletin); please inform me if this affects you at any point during the semester. 



 
 
# Date Topic: Assignment(s) Due (ALL ON BB!) Presentation Question(s) 
1 27 Aug Personal Introductions, Syllabus and Other 

Practicalities, Signing Up for Presentations 
and what makes a good presentation 

-- -- 

2 1 Sept Conceptual Introduction Semonides 7 and the first 4 pages of the article 
labeled ‘mutability of Sex and Gender’ 

 

3 3 Sept Pandora, Primary Evidence, discuss 
research topic declaration 

Hesiod’s Works and Theogony  and background 
on Hesiod.  

 

4 8 Sept Pandora, Secondary Scholarship, footnote 
exercise introduction 

Articles by Hurwit and Marquardt  

5 17 Sept Pandora, presentations and other 
reflections; introduce annotated 
bibliographies 

Discussion Board closes; declare research topic What can the Pandora narrative and/or images tell us about 
perceptions of masculinity? 

6 24 Sept Engendered Space, scholarly approaches Walker, Antonaccio and Nevett articles  
7 25 Sept Library workshop on Research Skills! ; 

meet in room 383 
footnote worksheet due by 3.30 pm 
 

 

8 29 Sept Engendered Space, reflections in literature Lysias and Xenophon; Discussion Board closes How does better understanding the Athenian Law Courts help 
us interpret Lysias 1? 
How does a better understanding Xenophon’s other writings 
and career help us understand the extract assigned for class? 

9 Oct 1 annotated bibliographies library 
workshop; meet in room 383 

--  

10 Oct 6 Pederasty, introduction to the primary 
evidence worksheet 

annotated bibliographies due Contrast two major modern scholarly perspectives on Greek 
pederasty. OR Contrast two ancient portrayals of Greek 
pederasty.  Account for the difference.  Draw your examples 
from non-sympotic settings. 

10 Oct 8 Symposium, through the pots Davidson and Sympotic Pots catalogue entries  
11 Oct 13 Symposium, through the texts and 

discussion of contemporary comparison 
Xenophon’s Symposium; Discussion Board closes 
AND primary evidence worksheet due 

 

12 Oct 15 Sappho  Sappho file contents  
13 Oct 20 Sappho continued. Discussion Board closes What is the character and function of Aphrodite in Sappho? 

OR  Is it useful to compare Sappho to Alcaeus? 
14 Oct 22 Medicine and the Body Primary Evidence What forms of ‘birth control’ were available in the ancient 

world? 
15 Oct 27 Medicine and the Body Draft Thesis Statement, Sample Paragraphs, and 

Rough Outline due 
 

Where does ancient medicine intersect with religion? 
What magical powers are attributed to men’s or women’s 
bodies? 

16  Oct 29 Medicine and the Body Articles on Later Influence and Female Medical 
Practitioners; Discussion Board closes 

 

17  Oct 29 Prostitution Secondary Literature  
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18 Nov 3 Prostitution Primary Evidence  
19 Nov 5 Prostitution Discussion Board closes Is sacred prostitution myth or historical reality?  OR  What are 

the economics of ancient sex work? OR  How is the character 
of prostitute used in ancient drama?  

20 Nov 10 ‘Rape’ in the mythic tradition, visual 
representations 

Article by Deacy  

21 Nov 12 ‘Rape’ in the mythic tradition, Roman 
political narratives 

Article by Joshel and Livy extract  

22 Nov 17 ‘Rape’ in the mythic tradition, more visual 
representations 

Discussion Board closes 
ROUGH DRAFTS DUE  

FOR PEER EVALUATION! 

Explore the primary evidence for depicting either Ganymede 
or  Leda, paying particular attention to cultural and 
chronological context. 

23 Nov 19 Roman Voyeurism Read Clarke chapter, skim Rea and Bartman  
24 Nov 24 Roman Voyeurism Discussion Board closes 

 
Discuss either the erotic frescoes from the Suburban Baths in 
Pompeii or the Warren Cup. 

25 Dec 1 Gender Ambiguity, Gender Shifts, Role 
Reversal 

Brisson chapter 
PEER EVALUATION DUE! 

 

26 Dec 3 Gender Ambiguity, Gender Shifts, Role 
Reversal 

Discussion Board closes Explore how one of the following is represented as 
transgressing gender boundaries:  Teiresias, OR the Amazons 
OR Iphis (in Ovid). 

27 Dec 8 Imperial Rome  -- To what extent was the Roman arena a sexualized space?   
Pick any three Roman Emperors and explore how their sexual 
identities are part of their literary characterization. 

28 Dec 10 Exam Review  -- 
 Dec 22 FINAL EXAM:  1pm-3pm   
 
 
SUBJECT TO CHANGE AND UPDATES!   
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Footnote Worksheet 
 
Follow the directions below, also making use of the tips given in class.  If you get stuck on the first footnote you try, 
you may need to start over and pick a different one.  
 

1. Select a footnote from any of the scholarly articles assigned in this class and copy it out in full here.  Be 
sure to give the page number and footnote number: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2. Now copy out the sentence in the body of the text to which it is appended: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3. Where did you find at least one of the secondary sources mentioned?  (Give library call number, url, or 
similar documentary evidence.) 

 
 
 
 

4. Select one quote from the secondary source you located which further supports or elaborates on the 
sentence to which the footnote is appended (You do not need to read the whole secondary source! Use your 
skimming skills.):   

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
5. Briefly reflect on how looking at the secondary source better helped you understand the point made in the  

original article/chapter. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 

  



Pick a partner you haven’t worked with yet.  Re arrange yourselves if 
necessary! 

Your Name:__________________________________________________ 

Your Partner’s Name:__________________________________________ 

(Re) Read the introductions on the opposite side of this worksheet.  The first 
is Deacy, the second is Joshel.  In your reading focus on the structure. 

• Underline what might be considered a thesis statement for the 
article as a whole 

• Draw brackets around any portion of the text which establishes the 
limits of the subject matter 

• Put a mark in the margins next to any portion of the text which 
reveal the structure of the discussion to follow 

Compare your findings. 

• Does each introduction have all three features? 

• Rank them from most successful to least successful. What criteria 
did you use? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mark ALL the times you could make.  Star your preferences. 

 

Thursday 19 Nov 

10.30 _______________________  11.15 _______________________ 

2.15_________________________  3 ___________________________ 

3.45 ________________________ 

Friday 20 Nov 

9.30__________________________  10.15_________________________ 

11____________________________  12.30_________________________ 

1.15__________________________ 

-OR - Monday 23 Nov 

2.30 _________________________  3.15 _________________________ 

4 ____________________________ 

Tuesday 24 Nov 

10.30 _______________________  11.15 _______________________ 

12 _________________________  1.30 ________________________ 

2.15_________________________  3 ___________________________ 

3.45 ________________________ 

-AND - Monday 21 Dec 

9 _______________________  10 _______________________ 

11 _________________________  1________________________ 

2_________________________  3 ________________________ 

Tuesday 22 Dec (Exam Day) 

9 _______________________  10 _______________________ 

11 _________________________  3 ________________________ 
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What makes a good thesis statement? 

• It should state a specific defendable – even narrow – argument. 
• It should not use the first person or phrases like ‘this paper will argue that…’. 
• It should convey the same limits and subject that your topic/research question pertained. 
• Traditionally thesis statements are one sentence, but for clarity you may, if needed, use up to 

three. 

Examples: 

A BAD THESIS: 

In Classical Athens women were oppressed by their husbands.   

Why? ‘Oppressed’ might be culturally relative or vague.  It only limits in terms of time, not evidence, 
class, status, etc.  It may not even be possible to document actual intramarital behavior. 

A BETTER THESIS: 

In Classical Athens it was culturally normative for husbands to treat their wives in a paternalistic fashion, 
as is clearly demonstrated by both philosophic and legal texts, as well as the epigraphic evidence.  

Why? It uses technical vocabulary with sensitivity. It introduces something which is historically 
documentable: expectations, but it still talks about actual behavior which is harder (even impossible) to 
document.  It also reveals specific categories of available evidence. 

A GOOD THESIS: 

Philosophic writings, court cases, and the epigraphic evidence all reveal a uniform expectation that men 
of citizen status in fifth century Athens should treat their wives in a paternalistic fashion, especially in 
terms of education and physical protection.*  

Why? It at once names the evidence in question and argues that for continuity with in that evidence. It 
identifies the exact group of individuals in question in a specific temporal frame work.  It makes an 
assertion about something which is historically documentable: expectations.  And, is very specific about 
the nature and type of those expectations. 

Write at least three possible thesis statements: 

1. 

2. 

3.  

                                                           
* A thesis need not be true to be well formed! 



What makes a good outline? 

An outline is an arrangement of the evidence that best supports your thesis.  Remember: your evidence 
is the primary evidence NOT the secondary literature.   

A Very Bad Outline A Slightly Less Horrible Outline An Outline that is Almost There 
A. What one scholar says about 

the subject 
B. What some other scholars 

says about the subject 
C. What this third nut I found 

on the web says 
D. Why Prof. Yarrow is Right 
E. A statement about the 

modern relevance about the 
topic 

A. Your first piece of primary 
evidence in chronological 
order 

B. Your second piece of primary 
evidence in chronological 
order 

C. Your third piece … 
D. Something to the effect that 

all the evidence together 
proves your point 

A. Some Definitions of key 
terms 

B. Your evidence from 
philosophic texts  

C. Your evidence from legal 
texts 

D. A few inscriptions 
E. A paragraph or three 

pointing out the 
commonalities 

A More Detailed Example of A Solid Outline  Space for You to Create Your Own Outline 
A. An introductory paragraph that starts with 

your thesis statement and then reveals the 
structure of the paper by narrating this outline 

B. A paragraph (or three!) clarifying any 
specialized terminology or ambiguous 
concepts: e.g. what does paternalistic mean? 
Is this explicit comparison 
(father:daughter::husband:wife) made in the 
ancient texts or is it only implicit? 

C. A paragraph (or three) about any 
methodological issues arising from the nature 
of the evidence and/or the combination of 
that evidence: e.g. are philosophic writings, 
court cases, and the epigraphic evidence 
authored by the same sorts of people?  How 
does the function of each genre affect the 
quality of the evidence? If you will be arguing 
against a major existing scholarly line of 
interpretation this is also where you lay out 
your antithesis. 

D. This is your first thematic section: e.g. 
education.  It may need a strong supporting 
premise: e.g. Fathers were expected to 
provide education to their children.  That will 
itself need supporting evidence, e.g.  Zorro 
1.24, Lib. Oec. 4.56, and Morgan 1994: chap 
3,† but need not be analyzed in detail. And 
then as strong main premise(s) with 

A. An introductory paragraph that starts with 
your thesis statement and then reveals the 
structure of the paper by narrating this outline 

B.  
 

 
 
 
 
C. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
D. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                           
† These and all following evidence references are fictitious exempla. 



supporting evidence: e.g. (i) Husbands were 
encouraged to educate their wives (Arist. 3.7, 
Lys. 1.5); (ii) Husbands were praised when the 
educated their wives well (Xen. 6.9, Lys. 2.3, 
IG 123); (iii) husbands took special care to 
represent themselves as having educated 
their wives (Lys. 18.1, IG 45.3); (iv) husbands 
were shamed when wives were perceived to 
have acted in an uneducated manner (Dem. 
52.3).  Each of these premises may come to 
represent a paragraph or two or three.  You 
may wish to end this section with a very strong 
example or examples: e.g. (v) Specific 
passages where education of a wife is talked 
about in the same language as education of a 
child (Plat. 3345b). 

E. This is your second thematic second: e.g. 
protection.  YOUR paper may have only one 
theme section, or it might have up to three or 
four: that is for you to judge based on your 
topic and available evidence! Again you may 
need a strong supporting premise: e.g. Fathers 
were expected to protect their children, often 
through restricted movement.  That will itself 
need supporting evidence, e.g.  Dion. 86 and 
Smith 2008: chap 6, but need not be analyzed 
in detail. And then strong main premise(s) with 
supporting evidence: e.g. (i) Husbands were 
warned about the dangers of not protecting 
their wives (Arist. 3.7, Lys. 1.5); (ii) Seclusion 
is portrayed as a form of protection (Xen. 6.9, 
Lys. 2.3); (iii) husbands took special care to 
represent themselves as adequately guarding 
the oikos (Lys. 34.2, IG 55.19); (iv) husbands 
were held legally liable wives were not 
adequately protected (Dem. 67.3).  Again 
Ending the section with a very strong example 
or examples strengthens your overall 
arguement: e.g. (v) Specific passages where 
husband’s protective role is equated with 
that of the father (Herot. 3345b). 

F. Your conclusion should draw together ideas 
from each of your thematic section and 
related them back to your thesis statement. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
E. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
F. Your conclusion should draw together ideas 
from each of your thematic section and related 
them back to your thesis statement. 

 

  



What makes a good paragraph? 

Think of a paragraph as an essay in miniature.  The topic sentence is the thesis and it needs evidence 
and analysis that supports that idea.  In many cases it may need to draw together two or more pieces of 
evidence an show their connection: don’t assume the reader sees what you see in a quotation or image 
or that juxtaposition alone will make your point. 

How to start? Pick one of the premises you indicated in your outline: e.g. ‘Husbands were warned about 
the dangers of not protecting their wives’.   It can come from anywhere in your outline!  Collect and list 
the relevant primary evidence you have that support the premise.  Do the same with the secondary 
literature; be specific about the exact page number(s).  Now (1) select 2-3 of the pieces of primary 
evidence; (2) describe the each piece of evidence, (3) interpret its significance as related to the premise, 
(4) compare it with the other evidence, (5) report any relevant interpretations found in secondary 
literature. 

Premise: 

Relevant Primary Evidence: 

Relevant Secondary Literature: 

Paragraph: 

 



Assessor’s Name:__________________  Writer’s Name:___________________ 
 
Steps for Peer Assessment: 

1. As you read construct a reverse outline on the back of the last page of the essay. 
2. How long is the essay in words (including bibliography and footnotes)?     ______________ 
3. How many works are listed in the bibliography? ___________ 
4. Put an ‘?’ next to any titles that you suspect may be of an unscholarly nature or biased nature.  How many ‘?’ did you put 

down? _________ 
5. Circle any dates of publication that are before your birth year.    

a. IF there are any, skim through the text and circle those citations in the text.   
b. Pick one of those citations.  Is the writer using that secondary source for a ‘fact’ or ‘analysis’?  Mark appropriately. 
c. Is the writer aware this secondary source might be problematic?     Yes   No  

6. Skim the first paragraph and only the first paragraph: 
a. Does it contain a thesis statement?     Yes   No 
b. If so, underline the thesis statement. 
c. Does it communicate a clear historical time period?  Yes   No 
d. Does it communicate a clear geographical focus? Yes   No 
e. Does it reveal what primary evidence will be used?  Yes   No 
f. What at this point do you feel is missing? 

 
 
 

7. In the next few paragraphs does the author do any of the following? 
a. Define terms?      Yes, well   Yes, but could be clearer   No, but didn’t seem necessary   No, and seems needed  
b. Present a prevailing scholarly view that she will contradict or improve upon (Antithesis)?    

Yes, well   Yes, but could be clearer   No, but didn’t seem necessary   No, and seems needed 
c. Further clarify limits on the essay’s focus?  

Yes, well   Yes, but could be clearer   No, but didn’t seem necessary   No, and seems needed 
d. Explain any methodological approach/theoretical framework the essay will use? 

Yes, well   Yes, but could be clearer   No, but didn’t seem necessary   No, and seems needed 
e. What at this point do you feel is missing? 

 
 
 

8. Does each paragraph focus on just one topic?    All         Most     A Few          None 
• As you read put [square brackets] around the topic sentence or phrase of each paragraph. 
• Make a marginal notation next to any paragraph that covers more than one topic. 

9. Does the paragraph directly relate to the thesis statement?  All    Most    A Few    None 
• Make a marginal notation next to any paragraph that seems ‘off topic’. 

10. Does each paragraph contain primary evidence? 
a. Is this         far too few         a little too few      about the right number     a little too many     far too many 
to convince you of the points they are trying to make? 
b. Pick out the best use of primary evidence in each paragraph. Put an * in the margin next to this line. 

11. How many times does the writer address any of the following questions regarding primary sources? (just use hatches to count 
up as you read through) 

______Why was it produced (i.e. who was the intended audience)?  
______When was it produced? 
______By whom?   
______Why does it survive? 
______Whose point of view does it reflect?  
______How common was that point of view? 
______Why might it not be able to help answer the research question? 

12. How many times does the writer address any of the following issues regarding secondary sources? 
(just use hatches to count up as you read through) 

______Acknowledges that the secondary source is only one perspective 
______Questions why might the author be wrong 
______Uses the secondary source as a jumping off point for his/her own analysis 
______In some other way demonstrates that a critical approach to secondary literature. 

LMY
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13. Could the essay be improved by narrowing the topic?   
 

Needs much more focus      A few points could be cut      Just Right      A little broader, please!       Far too focused 
 

Give specific guidance on what should be cut or what kind of expansion is needed: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

14. On the scale below indicate how convinced you are that the writer has adequately defended her/his position: 
 

Not Convinced 1 2  3 4 5 6 7 8         Completely Convinced 
 

15.  Imagine that the writer wasn’t able to look at any more sources.  What could s/he do to the paper itself to strengthen the 
argument 

 
Re arrange paragraphs? Why? 
 
Better explain any points?  Which? 
 
Re formulate thesis statement and/or conclusion? How? 

 
 

16. Imagine that the writer can only go look up sources to improve one paragraph?  Which one should it be and why? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
17. Check spelling and grammar.  No need to correct: just draw a squiggly line under any word(s) that need to be double checked 

by the writer.    
 

Also mark any points in the English expression that could be improved (repetitive vocabulary or sentence structure, 
sentences that go on and on, poor use of subordinate clauses, etc…).  You many use the expression ‘Awk.’ in the 
margin to indicate when wording is awkward. 

 
 

18. At any point where you are confused and not following the discussion mark ‘unclear’ in the margins. 
 
19. Be kind and share any relevant bibliography you might know about: 

 
 
 
 
 



Unit Primary Textual Evidence Primary Visual Evidence Specialist Vocabulary 
Introduction 
 
 
 

   

Pandora 
 
 
 

   

Engendered Space 
 
 
 

   

Symposium 
 
 
 

   

Sappho 
 
 

   

Medicine and the Body 
 
 
 

   

Prostitution 
 
 
 

   

Rape in Myth 
 
 
 

   

Roman Voyeurism 
 
 
 

   

Ambiguities 
 

   



Unit Primary Textual Evidence Primary Visual Evidence Specialist Vocabulary 
Introduction 
 
 
 

   

Pandora 
 
 
 

   

Engendered Space 
 
 
 

   

Symposium 
 
 
 

   

Sappho 
 
 

   

Medicine and the Body 
 
 
 

   

Prostitution 
 
 
 

   

Rape in Myth 
 
 
 

   

Roman Voyeurism 
 
 
 

   

Ambiguities 
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Sexuality and Gender in the Ancient World, FINAL EXAM, FALL 2015 

Part I.   

Define a total of five terms, ONE FROM EACH GROUP, in two sentences each.   You may incorporate an 

illustrative example into your definition. (10 pts total, 2 pts each) 

a. normative, norm, normal, cultural relative binary 

b. apotropaic, primary evidence, secondary literature 

c. erastes, eromenos, hetaera 

d. kylix, sarcophagus, andron, gynaikon 

e. [supply and define one additional term relevant to any portion of this class not listed above!] 

Part II.   

Comment on the following pieces of primary evidence.  Each answer should be no less than five 

SUBSTANTIAL sentences long. Describe the significant elements of the evidence and how it can be used 

to further our understanding the history of Sexuality and Gender in the Ancient World.   Give any 

important context or relevant background.  Each answer is worth 5 pts.  You may answer as many as 

you like.  The number you do not answer will determine the value of your essay. 

1. 

 

2. 

 

 

LMY
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3.  

 

4. 

 

5. 

 



6.  

 

7.  

 

8. 

 

9. 

10.  

 [7] Well, in the beginning, Athenians, she was the best of all wives, for she was clever and frugal in her running of 

the house, and carefully supervised every aspect of its management. But when my mother died, her passing 

proved to be the cause of all my problems. 

[8] It was at her funeral, which my wife attended, that she was seen by this man and was eventually seduced. You 

see, by keeping watch for the times when our slave girl went to market and by propositioning her, he corrupted 

her. 



[9] First of all then, gentlemen, for I must also explain such details to you, I have a modest, two store house, which 

has equal space for the women's and men's quarters on the upper and lower floors. When our child was born its 

mother nursed it, and, so that she would not risk a fall on her way downstairs whenever the baby needed bathing, 

I took to living on the upper level while the women lived downstairs. 

11. 

 

12. 

 



13. 

   

14.  

 

15. 

 

   



16. 

 

Part III.     Choose of any one of the following nine essay questions.   You may not write your essay on 

any  topic  on which  you  yourself  presented  or which  is  very  similar  to  your  own  research  paper 

topic.  Your essay must have a thesis statement and refer to at least three pieces of primary evidence. 

1. What can the Pandora narrative tell us about perceptions of masculinity? 

2. What can the Pandora images tell us about perceptions of masculinity? 

3. Is it useful to compare Sappho to Alcaeus? 

4. Explore the primary evidence for depicting Ganymede paying particular attention to cultural and 

chronological context. 

5. Explore how Tiresias is represented as transgressing gender boundaries. 

6. What forms of birth control were available in the ancient world? 

7. What is the character and function of Aphrodite in Sappho? 

8. What are the economics of ancient sex work? 

 
Part IV. (extra credit)  Describe in convincing detail some other aspect of sexuality and gender in the ancient world 
which you better understand after this class BUT which you have not submitted for a grade in any other form. 



Receiving 
Of Gift 

Reciprocal 
Giving 

Acceptance 
By  

Original 
Giver 

Reciprocal 
Giving 

Initiation 
of Giving 

Gift Exchange 

What types of relationship are 
based on gift exchange? 

Does any of our contemporary 
cultures allow for one 

directional giving? 



Commodity 
Exchange  

What can be commoditized? 

Can Commodity and Gift 
Exchange co-exist? 

Buyer Seller 

One 
Item of 
Value 

Another 
Item of 
Value 



What can create a 
power imbalance?  

Buyer Seller 

Receiving 
Of Gift 

Reciprocal 
Giving 

Acceptance 
By  

Original 
Giver 

Reciprocal Giving 

When are power 
imbalances culturally 

accepted?  



What does a 
purchase look like?  





The outside the same 
cup as the last image! 





What’s the story 
here?  





The other side the same vase as the last image!  
Do they tell a story?  Which scene comes first? 





Most of 
the 

elements 
you’ve 
seen 

before… 
what do 

your think 
this one is?  







Is this image 
surprising? 



Love  
and  
the 

Hare 







Notice the 
inscription

. 







What’s the 
difference? 
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