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CLAS 1110: Classical Cultures, Prof. L. M. Yarrow; yarrow@brooklyn.cuny.edu   

[I appreciate a professional communication style for emails.] 

(718) 951-5191 (Classics Department Number) 

Office Hours: I use the D.A.T.E. scheduling system and have no less than seven open appointment slots every week, some 
weeks many more!  To sign up for one, go to WebCentral --> E-Services --> Schedule an Appointment --> Select 'CLASSICS' 
from the drop down menu of departments --> Select the most appropriate option from the drop down menu of types of 
appointments you need (choose your class section if it is listed!) --> update your preferred email and add a note about why 
you want to see her in the comments field --> select the appointment time that's most convenient for you! IF THERE IS NO 
OPEN APPOINTMENT available in the next two weeks or none that fits your class and work schedule, email me with your 
FULL SCHEDULE for the next two weeks and I’ll find an alternate time for you. 
 
CLAS 1110 Classical Cultures 
3 hours; 3 credits 
Introductory study of ancient cultures through close reading of a variety of texts; most sections will focus on Greece and 
Rome, but some may explore other classical traditions such as those of India, Mesopotamia or China. Attention to such 
questions as literary genre, material and performance contexts, gender, political institutions, religion, philosophy, models of 
culture and the creation of a classical tradition. Practice in close reading and communication by means of critical writing, 
class discussion and other methods, such as collaborative group work. (Not open to students who have completed Core 
Studies 1, 1.1, 1.2, or CORC 1110.)  Prerequisite: None. 
 
Core Curriculum goals addressed by this course 

• To develop the ability to think critically and creatively, to reason logically, and to express one’s thoughts orally and 
in writing with clarity and precision. 

• To understand the arts, histories and cultures of the past as a foundation for those of the present. 
• To be capable of integrating knowledge from different sources. 

 
Course objectives 

• to use with accuracy and precision basic terms of literary analysis relevant to the texts read in class, and to 
describe differences among the literary genres represented by the class readings. 

• to read literary texts critically. 
• to identify traditions and practices specific to ancient cultures and describe how they help shape the texts 

produced within those cultures. 
• to write interpretive prose which is clear and cogent. 
• to make articulate contributions to classroom discussion of texts. 

 
Readings and class discussion will cover potentially sensitive topics including sex, gender, violence, ethnic identity, and 
religion.  Students will be expected to treat viewpoints different from their own with respect. 

Required Materials:  All readings will be posted on BlackBoard in PDF format.  I highly recommend printing physical copies 
of all these documents.   The one exception is Aristophanes’ Lysistrata translated by J. Henderson.  There are many cheap 
used copies available online for less than five dollars.  The ebook is $4.58 through Google.  DO NOT BUY THE KINDLE 
EDITION (It does not have the necessary page or line numbers.)  

There is no use of laptops or phones in the first five rows of class.  These seats require you to have a paper copy –or- a 
tablet over 7inches that you lay flat on the desk.  This is to prevent me or your classmates from being distracted by your 
screen!     

You are expected to put in twice the time out of this class as  you do in this class.  Thus, preparation for each class is 
expected to take 2.5 hours.  This is college-wide policy.  See p. 58 of the current Bulletin. 

  

mailto:yarrow@brooklyn.cuny.edu
https://books.google.com/books?isbn=1585106763
http://www.brooklyn.cuny.edu/web/off_registrar/141024_2014-15_Undergraduate_Bulletin.pdf
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Graded Aspects of the Course 

18% First Writing Assignment (samples of past ‘A-quality’ student work available on BB) 

18% Second Writing Assignment 

22% Participation, evaluated based on individual BB records and team documentation. (11%, 11%)  

I subtract .5 percentage points for every unexcused absence over two for the whole semester. 

20% Midterm – multiple-choice (sample questions available on BB);  You may bring in five pieces of 8 ½ by 11 inch paper.  
You must turn in these pieces of paper with your exam. 

22% Final – multiple-choice (sample questions available on BB); You may bring in five pieces of 8 ½ by 11 inch paper.  You 
must turn in these pieces of paper with your exam. 

Extra Credit Opportunities will appear throughout the semester.  You may earn a total of 5 points towards your final grade. 
There will be more than 5 points available so you will have a choice of options.    

I may curve or scale exam grades if my statistical analysis of the results suggests such measures are warranted.  I do not 
curve or scale writing, participation or overall grades. 

More on Teams:   Teams are randomly assigned by BB, not by me.  You will work in teams every class; thus they sit 
together.  Your grades are still individual, but dependent on your contributions to your team.   
 

Additional Rules and Regulations (University, College, and Departmental):  The faculty and administration of Brooklyn College support 
an environment free from cheating and plagiarism. Each student is responsible for being aware of what constitutes cheating and 
plagiarism and for avoiding both.  The complete text of the CUNY Academic Integrity Policy and the Brooklyn College procedure for 
implementing that policy can be found at this site:  http://www.brooklyn.cuny.edu/bc/policies.  If a faculty member suspects a violation 
of academic integrity and, upon investigation, confirms that violation, or if the student admits the violation, the faculty member MUST 
report the violation. 

NOTE: In accordance with the policy of the Classics Department, all written essays for this class must be uploaded to SafeAssign via 
BlackBloard.  You will find information on how to use BB and SafeAssign here:  http://ait.brooklyn.cuny.edu/blackboard/bb-student-
faq.pdf  In person individual help is available in the library media center and the library cafe.  Your paper will not be given a final grade 
until a SafeAssign report is generated. 

In order to receive disability-related academic accommodations students must first be registered with the Center for Student Disability 
Services. Students who have a documented disability or suspect they may have a disability are invited to set up an appointment with the 
Director of the Center for Student Disability Services at 718-951-5538. If you have already registered with the Center for Student 
Disability Services please provide your professor with the course accommodation form and discuss your specific accommodation with 
him/her.   

A copy of the current Undergraduate Bulletin can be found here: 

http://www.brooklyn.cuny.edu/web/off_registrar/141024_2014-15_Undergraduate_Bulletin.pdf 

Please see p. 72 of the Bulletin for the state law regarding non-attendance because of religious beliefs. 

Important dates 

 

I reserve the right to ask you to leave the classroom if you behavior is distracting to the task of teaching and learning.   

https://outlook.brooklyn.cuny.edu/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?URL=http://ait.brooklyn.cuny.edu/blackboard/bb-student-faq.pdf
https://outlook.brooklyn.cuny.edu/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?URL=http://ait.brooklyn.cuny.edu/blackboard/bb-student-faq.pdf
http://www.brooklyn.cuny.edu/web/off_registrar/141024_2014-15_Undergraduate_Bulletin.pdf


CLAS 1110, Spring 2016, Prof. Yarrow: Calendar of Topics and Assignments up to the Midterm 

Subject to Changes Throughout the Semester 

It’s All Greek to Me! 

Unit! No. Date Topic Assignment Due 

The 
Homeric 

World 

 1 2/2 The Backstory! -- 

2 2/4 Hellenism and the Epic Tradition Extracts from Homer's Odyssey, 
Books 4 & 8 

3 2/11 Listening to Familiar Stories and How they’re told; Intro to 
Writing Assignments 

Extracts from Homer's Odyssey, 
Books 9-10 

4 2/16 Land of the Dead, Introduction to the Homeric Hymns  Extracts from Homer's Odyssey, 
Books 11 

5 2/18 Reading in Translation, Cultural Context, More on Embedded 
Narratives 

Homeric Hymn to Aphrodite 

A Social 
History 

Interlude 

6 2/23 Where are all the Women?! Selections from Sappho 

The World 
of the 

Greek Polis 

7 2/25 Introduction to the World of the Poleis: Athens, Sparta and 
beyond  

First Writing Assignment Due 
FRIDAY 2/26 at 5pm on 
BlackBoard. 

8 3/1 Greece, a small footnote to the Persian Empire? Extracts from Herodotus: Opening, 
Croesus, The Persian Constitutional 
Debate, the 300 at Thermopylae 

9 3/3 Refining History (Part one!)  Mostly on Herodotus Extracts from Thucydides: Opening, 
Pericles' Funeral Oration and the 
Plague 

10 3/8 Refining History (Part two!) Extracts from Plato's Republic: 
Thoughts on the Nature of 
Democracy, Censorship, The 
Allegory of the Cave, and the Myth 
of Er 

11 3/10 Three Perspectives on Democracy – Looking Ahead to our 
Theatre Unit! 

-Watch Virtual Class Video- 

Athenian 
Theatre 

12 3/15 Tragedy and Catharsis 

One of the Following Tragedies: Sophocles, Oedipus the King (Grene translation); Sophocles, Antigone 
(Grene translation); Euripides, Medea (Warner translation) 

13 3/17 Comedy and Catharsis Aristophanes, Lysistrata 
(Henderson translation) 

CRUNCH 
TIME! 

14 3/22 Review Session Prep Team Review Sheet! 

15 3/24 Prof. Nagy speaks at 3.40-4.55 class.  Dinner in Student Center 
Follows!   You have the choice of an in-class exercise at 2.15-
3.30 that covers similar content or just to attend later class.  
Students with religious observations that day should join the BB 

Second Writing Assignment Due 
FRIDAY 3/25 at 5pm on 
BlackBoard. 
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I find units help the students link the readings together better.  I choose a roughly chronological roll out of the materials as well.
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group in order to gain access to an online version of the in class 
exercise. 

16 3/29 Midterm PREP YOUR 5 SHEETS!  

NOTE: 3/23 is a conversion day (Wednesday, but follows FRIDAY SCHEDULE!), thus many of 
you will have a de facto study day before the Midterm. 



Team Aphrodite, March 17, 2016, TR2 - BLUE 

Name Signature 
     

Alan Yau       

Bryan Chan       

Calvin Clement       

Christopher George       

Husainatu Janneh       

Ru Hong Li       

Mohammed Khami se       

Nairobi Francis-Crick       

 

 
 

Team Leader - The day’s team leader is responsible for ensuring the sign-in 
sheet is completed properly and makes it into my master attendance folder at 
the end of class, that handouts are distributed, and everything that needs to 
makes it back into the team folder, and that I get the team folder back as well. 
They should also help keep everyone on task and focused. 
 

 
 

Recorder – The day’s recorder(s) are the ones who write out any answers that 
need writing during class. Nominate a recorder at the start of every class. Some 
classes will require more than one recorder, if we break up into sub-groups or 
pairs. 

 
 

Reporter – The day’s reporter is the person who I will call on to speak on behalf 
of the team if your name is picked at random, or if your team volunteers. You 
get credit just for putting your name into the hat! Most of the time you will not 
have to do anything other than regular team participation. 
 

 
 

Digital Archivist – The day’s archivist is responsible for documenting all parts of 
the team’s participation in digital form and posting this in the first place to the 
team wiki with the correct title format, so for example “1 – Backstory and 
Course Details”. So the class number and then a short description of what the 
class was about. The easiest way to be the digital archivist is to install a scanner 
program (ScannerPro is good) on your smart phone and then upload those 
pdfs. 

 
Putting your initials under this box confirms that you have a copy of today’s 
reading with you, either already downloaded to your device or printed. 

 

Team Ares, March 17, 2016, TR2 - BLUE 

Name Signature 
     

Andrew Rekhels       

Robin Charles       

Richard Share       

Sana Arshad       

Louis Hamilton       

Leighshawna Lewis       

Sherly Tejeda       

Medgine Francois-Fils       

 

 
 

Team Leader - The day’s team leader is responsible for ensuring the sign-in 
sheet is completed properly and makes it into my master attendance folder at 
the end of class, that handouts are distributed, and everything that needs to 
makes it back into the team folder, and that I get the team folder back as well. 
They should also help keep everyone on task and focused. 
 

 
 

Recorder – The day’s recorder(s) are the ones who write out any answers that 
need writing during class. Nominate a recorder at the start of every class. Some 
classes will require more than one recorder, if we break up into sub-groups or 
pairs. 

 
 

Reporter – The day’s reporter is the person who I will call on to speak on behalf 
of the team if your name is picked at random, or if your team volunteers. You 
get credit just for putting your name into the hat! Most of the time you will not 
have to do anything other than regular team participation. 
 

 
 

Digital Archivist – The day’s archivist is responsible for documenting all parts of 
the team’s participation in digital form and posting this in the first place to the 
team wiki with the correct title format, so for example “1 – Backstory and 
Course Details”. So the class number and then a short description of what the 
class was about. The easiest way to be the digital archivist is to install a scanner 
program (ScannerPro is good) on your smart phone and then upload those 
pdfs. 

 
Putting your initials under this box confirms that you have a copy of today’s 
reading with you, either already downloaded to your device or printed. 

 

LMY
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Self reporting one's participation and preparedness in a team setting encourages accountability!



CLAS 1110, Prof. Yarrow, Class no. 6, Note-Taking Assistance Sheets 

What make this translation different? 

 

QUIZ! 

 

 

MARC, Scholars, MMUF, Learning Center, Participation Sheets, Team Names, and Appts 

 

  

Beach Holiday Angle, Refuge Angle, Post World War I angle 

 

 

Fact/Fiction 

Reputation 

Survival of the Text 

Author/Narrator 

Family 

School 

Symposium – Sympotic Culture 

Public vs Private Art Forms 

Genre 

 

 

Dionysius of Halicarnassus 

 

 

Lacuna 

  

LMY
Sticky Note
These double sided single page handouts make clear my expectation that they take notes and help guide what its important to know.  It also stops them from copying down my slides and encourages listening!



    

 

Reading Fragments 

 

 

Anthropology, Anthropomorphic, [Anthropophagism]; Androgen, Androgyny, Android 

 

   

   

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

LMY
Sticky Note
This is a visual metaphor of how mummy cases were made in the Roman period.



  

Class 6: Work in Pairs.  Put numbers next to the lines that help you answer the 
questions.  Summarize your answers on the back of this sheet.  Try to be very 
specific about the line #s you’re comparing from the other texts we read earlier! 

1. How is this Aphrodite like Odysseus? 
2. How is this Aphrodite like the Aphrodite of the Homeric Hymn? 
3. How is this Aphrodite like Aphrodite in the Odyssey? 
4. Do you think there is any hope Sappho’s love object love her back? 
5. Where do the two translations differ the most? 

 

Your Names: 

 

 

  

Class 6: Work in Pairs.  Put numbers next to the lines that help you answer the 
questions.  Summarize your answers on the back of this sheet.  Try to be very 
specific about the line #s you’re comparing from the other texts we read earlier! 

1. How is this Aphrodite like Odysseus? 
2. How is this Aphrodite like the Aphrodite of the Homeric Hymn? 
3. How is this Aphrodite like Aphrodite in the Odyssey? 
4. Do you think there is any hope Sappho’s love object love her back? 
5. Where do the two translations differ the most? 

 

Your Names: 

 

 

LMY
Sticky Note
This is a team worksheet.  The dotted line tells them to cut it in half.  (I save paper where I can!)  This would be the sort of exercise they would complete in about 15 minutes.  It is designed to engage them in close reading AND to draw in knowledge from previous classes.  It is feasible for them to complete the exercise regardless of whether they did the homework.



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

______________________________________________________________ 

Bonus Poem!  Why does Alcaeus think you should get drunk with him?  How 
does this connect with the Odyssey? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

________________________________________________________ 

Bonus Poem!  Why does Alcaeus think you should get drunk with him?  How 
does this connect with the Odyssey? 

 

  



CLAS 1110, Prof. Yarrow, Writing Assignment #1 
The objective of this assignment is to apply what you’ve learned in class and through the readings to your preexisting 
knowledge.  You’re asked to do this primarily through comparison.  Your job is to explain the comparison as clearly as 
possible.  To do this you’ll need specific examples.  And you’ll need analyze those specific examples.  The genre of this 
paper is the persuasive essay.  Your answer to the set question should be clear from your thesis statement and the rest 
of the paper should support that assertion. 
Option 1: What are (some of) the purposes of embedded narratives? 
We talked in class about how embedded narratives are a feature of oral composition.  However, it’s not just oral poetry 
in which they appear.  Embedded narratives have often been employed by authors of all time periods in both fiction and 
non-fiction.  Chose any other piece of literature that you’ve read previously which utilizes embedded narratives.  
Compare and contrast the function of embedded narratives in your chosen piece of literature with those in the Homeric 
Hymn to Aphrodite OR the assigned sections of Homer’s Odyssey.  Use specific examples. 
Option 2:  How does translation affect our understanding of a text?   
We’ve read two different translations of the Homeric Hymn to Aphrodite.  We’ve also read many different translations of 
Sappho’s Poems 1, 16, and 96.  We also talked about different translations of the Odyssey on the very first day of class. 
You’ll also need to choose some other piece of literature that you’ve read previously that has been translated from an 
original language.   

EITHER it must be a piece of literature for which you are a native speaker in the original language and that 
original Language is not English, 
OR it must have been published in two different English editions by two different professional translators. 

 Examples to clarify your options:  If you are a native Russian speaker and have read some Dostoyevsky in either English or Russian but can read either comfortably, you could pick that.  If you are a native Chinese speaker and have read some of Sun Tzu’s Art of War in either English or Chinese but can read either comfortably, you could pick that.  If you are a native English speaker (or just prefer to use only English in this class) and have read some Dostoyevsky in one translation you could choose to find a second translation and compare it with the one you already know.  Similarly, if you had read some of Sun Tzu’s Art of War in translation, you could choose to find a different one and use that.  Still not sure if you’ve made a good choice?  Email me at least 36 hours before the time the paper is due. 
 
In your paper you should reflect on how the choices of the two different translators of the Homeric Hymn to Aphrodite 
change the readers’ impressions of the narrative.  Use specific examples.  Compare these types of different choices and 
their impressions to the types of choices made by the translator(s) of your chosen piece of literature and their resulting 
impressions.  

LMY
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By asking students to connect Classics with their existing experience I try to demonstrate the relevance of the discipline.  By making it personal I avoid the temptation to plagiarize. 
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I like to have options that let students more comfortable in another language to apply that knowledge--to allow them to see it as an asset, rather than a handicap.



PART OF WHAT YOU’RE GRADED ON IS HOW WELL YOU FOLLOW THESE INSTRUCTIONS. 
Requirements for all Papers 

 The top of your first page should look like this: 
[Your Student ID Number] 
CLAS 1110, Spring [or Fall] 20XX, TR2 [or TR3], Yarrow 
Writing Assignment #1 
[The option you have chosen and its full question just as it appears in bold above] 
Word Count: [XXXX] 

 
 I’ve activated anonymous grading, so you should not put your name on the paper. 
 Your file must be .docx or .pdf.  No other file formats are accepted. 
 Use any traditional font in 11 or 12 pt (i.e. Times New Roman or Calibri is fine, but Comic Sans is not). 
 Use any line spacing between 1.15 and 2. 
 Indent the beginning of new paragraphs. 
 You must insert page numbers in the bottom right hand corner of each page. 
 Use grammar, punctuation, and vocabulary appropriate to formal academic writing. 
 Your word count must be at least 900 and not more than 1200.  Be sure to include your final word count in your 

header. 
 A title is not required. 
 No quotation may be longer than 12 words.  Make sure it is intelligible to someone who may not have read the 

other piece of literature you’re using in your comparison.  If 12 words doesn’t seem enough, you should 
consider summarizing instead. 

 Your paper needs to make an argument and have one unifying idea.  It cannot be a random jumble of possible 
answers.  It should be focused on one specific answer. 

 This main idea should be expressed in a thesis statement in your first paragraph; this thesis statement should 
not be too general.  (e.g. “Translation affects our understanding of the text” is too broad!) 

 Use summary only when it is directly connected to your analysis. 
 You should make at least three references to specific portions of the classical texts (i.e. the Homeric Hymn to 

Aphrodite or Homer’s Odyssey) and at least three references to specific portions of your chosen piece of 
comparative literature.   You may choose to use many more!  You may refer to a section of the text without 
quoting it! 

 These references should be cited with parenthetical notation, e.g. (Hymn. Hom. Aph. 40) or (Hom. Od.  4.24) or 
(Sappho 1.3-6) or (Tzu 83) or (Dostoyevsky 325).   

 Your chosen piece of comparative literature must appear at the end of your paper in MLA format.  What’s MLA 
format?  Learn here. 

 Do not start your paper with a banal, general statement such as “Classical literature has long been admired.”  
“The Ancient Greeks were masters of oral poetry.”  Similarly do not end with banal, general statement such as 
“Thus we see embedded narratives have a timeless place in literature of all cultures.” 

 Papers must be submitted through BlackBoard and will be checked by SafeAssign, a tool to discourage 
plagiarism. 

 Papers will be graded with a BlackBoard rubric as the primary feedback tool.  The rubric is available for 
consultation before you begin. 

 NO PHYSICAL COPY IS REQUIRED. 

LMY
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I have an extra credit quiz on BB in which they can earn .25 extra if they prove they've read these instructions.  I consider this a form of active learning and a way to reinforce expectations.



You may elect to submit your paper for anonymous peer feedback and self-assessment.  Two different students 
will then comment on your paper and you will have to comment on two other student papers, as well as complete 
the same evaluation on your own paper. If you fully participate in this exercise you will be given an extra 10% on 
your first paper.  Papers must be submitted for evaluation not later than Tuesday 2/23/16 7 pm and you must 
have returned the two student papers assigned to you by 2 pm on 2/25/16.  

Directions: 

1. Save your draft as .docx.  In order to insure your anonymity, before you upload the file, in MSWord go to
File  Info  Related People and right click on your name and click remove.  If you’re working on
someone else’s computer there may be their name there, not yours.  Give the file your EMPLID (student
id) number as the file name when you save it and nothing else.  Don’t put your name on the paper.

2. Click TEAMS! and go to the group called “First Paper Self-and-Peer Assessment Option”.

a. Click Group Discussion Board.
b. Select the forum Submission for Peer Review and Create a New Thread.
c. Give your EMPLID as the Subject and click Post Message as anonymous. Click the symbol that

looks like a paper clip to upload your paper.  Do this not later than Tuesday 2/23/16 7 pm.

3. Email me to let me know that you are ready to participate in the Peer Review.  Include your EMPLID
number in the subject of your email AND YOUR SECTION (TR2 or TR3).  I will email you back with two
other numbers of participating classmates.

4. Go back the group called “First Paper Self-and-Peer Assessment Option”.

a. Download the two paper that correspond to your assigned peers from the discussion board

b. Download the file labeled “FEEDBACK SHEET” from the file exchange.

5. Fill out a feedback sheet for each of the two papers assigned to you.

6. Go back the discussion boards of the group called “First Paper Self-and-Peer Assessment Option”.

a. Create a New Thread.
b. The Tread the subject line “Feedback for 12345678” with the number being the EMPLID of the

first paper your reviewed and click Post Message as Anonymous.
c. Click the symbol that looks like a paper clip to upload your paper.  Do this not later than Thursday

2/25/16 2 pm.
d. Repeat a-c for the second paper

7. Fill out a feedback sheet for yourself.  And copy the two feedback sheets you uploaded for your fellow
students into that same MSword document.

8. Submit this document with all three assessments under Assignments  First Writing Assignment  Proof
of Self and Peer Assessment (File name doesn’t matter for this one!)

LMY
Sticky Note
These are the directions for the first set of optional peer and self assessment.  For the second paper.  I offer similar option BUT instead of a grade bump it lets students replace their first paper grade if they do better on the second.  This helps encourage the idea of one exercise leading into the next.



CLAS 1110, Prof. Yarrow, Writing Assignment #2 

The objective of this assignment is to apply what you are learning in class and through the readings to 
what you experience in contemporary journalism.  You’re asked to do this primarily through analysis.  
Your job is to explain the comparison as clearly as possible.  To do this you’ll need specific examples.  
And you’ll need to analyze those specific examples.  The genre of this paper is the persuasive essay.  
Your answer to the set question should be clear from your thesis statement and the rest of the paper 
should  support that assertion. 

First, decide if you want to read a few longer articles or more shorter articles.  If the former choose 
option 1, if the later choose option 2. 

Option 1: How is _____________ mentioned in The New Yorker?  How do these references connect to 
what you’ve read in class?  What do the references suggest about how the authors and their intended 
readership perceive Classical Literature and/or Ancient Greece? 

Option 2: How is _____________ mentioned in the New York Times?  How do these references 
connect to what you’ve read in class?  What do the references suggest about how these authors and 
their intended readership perceive Classical Literature and/or Ancient Greece? 

Second, you must pick a proper noun or adjective derived from a proper noun to fill in the blank in your 
question!   

Any of the authors we’ve read or will read before the midterm are fine choices: Herodotus, Thucydides, 
Homer, Sappho, Plato....   

Other valid choices are the names of primary characters including, but not limited, to Pericles, Socrates, 
Helen of Troy, Odysseus, Aphrodite, Croesus, Antigone, etc.   

You can also pick famous places or peoples:  Sparta, Thermopylae, Spartans 

Or, you may even pick adjectives derived from names: Laconic, Platonic, etc.  

Don’t get stuck on your first choice.  After you run a few searches, you may choose to pick a different 
one that has more interesting or more substantial material. 

For Option 1, go to the New Yorker website (http://www.newyorker.com/search) and search for the 
term.  Chose 2-3 articles for analysis.  These articles must have been written in your lifetime.  At least 
one must have been published in the last 12 months.  You may not chose book, theatre, or art reviews; 
all other articles are acceptable, but some may be more suitable to the assignment than others.  Be 
selective.   

For Option 2, you can go to the NYTimes website (http://query.nytimes.com/search/sitesearch/) and 
search for the term.  Restrict your search to your own lifetime.  At least one article must be published in 
2016.  Choose 5-6 articles for analysis.  You may not chose book, theatre, or art reviews; all other 
articles are acceptable, but some may be more suitable to the assignment than others.  Be selective. 

Both of these media outlets have paywalls!  You may need to use resources from 
library.brooklyn.cuny.edu to access those portions of the website behind the paywall. 

http://www.newyorker.com/search
http://query.nytimes.com/search/sitesearch/
http://library.brooklyn.cuny.edu/resources/
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PART OF WHAT YOU’RE GRADED ON IS HOW WELL YOU FOLLOW THESE INSTRUCTIONS. 

Requirements for all Papers. 

The top of your first page should look like this: 

[Your Student ID Number] 
CLAS 1110, Spring [or Fall] 20XX, TR2 [or TR3], Yarrow 
Writing Assignment #1 
[The option you have chosen and its full question just as it appears in bold above] 
Word Count: [XXXX] 

• I’ve activated anonymous grading, so you should not put your name on the paper.
• Your file must be .docx or .pdf. No other file formats are accepted.
• Use any traditional font in 11 or 12 pt (i.e. Times New Roman or Calibri is fine, but Comic Sans is 

not).
• Use any line spacing between 1.15 and 2.
• Indent the beginning of new paragraphs.
• You must insert page numbers in the bottom right hand corner of each page.
• Use grammar, punctuation, and vocabulary appropriate to formal academic writing.
• Your word count must be at least 900 and not more than 1200. Be sure to include your final 

word count in your header.
• A title is not required.
• No quotation may be longer than 12 words. Make sure it is intelligible to someone who may not 

have read the other piece of literature you’re using in your comparison. If 12 words doesn’t 
seem enough, you should consider summarizing instead.

• Your paper needs to make an argument and have one unifying idea. It cannot be a random 
jumble of possible answers. It should be focused on one specific answer.

• This main idea should be expressed in a thesis statement in your first paragraph; this thesis 
statement should not be too general. (e.g. “Translation affects our understanding of the text” is 
too broad!)

• Use summary only when it is directly connected to your analysis.
• You should make at least three references to specific portions of the readings from class and at 

least five references to pieces of modern journalism. You may choose to use many more! You 
may refer to a section of the text without quoting it!

• These references should be cited with parenthetical notation, e.g. (Hdt. 7.235) or (Sappho fr. 1) 
or (Jensen A10) or (Malik 47).

• Your chosen pieces of journalism must appear at the end of your paper in MLA format. What’s 
MLA format? Learn here.

• Do not start your paper with a banal, general statement such as “Classical literature has long 
been admired.” “The Ancient Greeks were masters of oral poetry.” Similarly do not end with 
banal, general statement such as “Thus we see embedded narratives have a timeless place in 
literature of all cultures.”

• Papers must be submitted through BlackBoard and will be checked by SafeAssign, a tool to 
discourage plagiarism.

• Papers will be graded with a BlackBoard rubric as the primary feedback tool. The rubric is 
available for consultation before you begin.

• NO PHYSICAL COPY IS REQUIRED. 

https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/07/
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You may elect to submit your paper for anonymous peer feedback and self-assessment for the second paper.  Two different 
students will then comment on your paper and you will have to comment on two other student papers, as well as complete 
the same evaluation on your own paper.  If you fully participate in this exercise AND you do better on the second paper 
than the first paper, I will REPLACE your grade for the first with your grade for the second.   

Yes, this works even if you lost points for the first essay for late submission OR your essay being too short. 

No, this does not work if you did not turn in your first essay within 10 days of deadline. 

No, this does not work if your first paper was plagiarized in any way. 

Papers must be submitted for evaluation not later than Tuesday 3/22/16, 7 pm and you must have returned the two 
student papers assigned to you by 3 pm on 3/24/16.  

Directions: 

1. Save your draft as .docx.  In order to insure your anonymity, before you upload the file, in MSWord go to File  
Info  Related People and right click on your name and click remove.  If you’re working on someone else’s 
computer there may be their name there, not yours.  Give the file your EMPLID (student id) number as the file 
name when you save it and nothing else.  Don’t put your name on the paper. 
 

2. Click TEAMS! and go to the group called “Second Paper Self-and-Peer Assessment”.  
 

a. Click Group Discussion Board. 
b. Select the forum Submission for Peer Review and Create a New Thread. 
c. Give your EMPLID as the Subject and click Post Message as anonymous. Click the symbol that looks like a 

paper clip to upload your paper.  Do this not later than Tuesday 3/22/16, 7 pm. 
 

3. Email me to let me know that you are ready to participate in the Peer Review.  Include your EMPLID number in the 
subject of your email AND YOUR SECTION (TR2 or TR3).  I will email you back with two other numbers of 
participating classmates. 
 

4. Go back the group called “Second Paper Self-and-Peer Assessment”.  
 

a. Download the two papers that correspond to your assigned peers from the discussion board  
 

b. Download the file labeled “FEEDBACK SHEET” from the file exchange. 
 

5. Fill out a feedback sheet for each of the two papers assigned to you. 
 

6. Go back the discussion boards of the group called “Second Paper Self-and-Peer Assessment” and open the Forum 
called “Feedback on Papers”  
 

a. Create a New Thread. 
b. The Tread the subject line “Feedback for 12345678” with the number being the EMPLID of the first paper 

your reviewed and click Post Message as Anonymous.  
c. Click the symbol that looks like a paper clip to upload your paper.  Do this not later than Thursday 3/24/16, 

3 pm. 
d. Repeat a-c for the second paper 

 
7. Fill out a feedback sheet for yourself.  And copy the two feedback sheets you uploaded for your fellow students 

into that same MSWord document or PDF.   
 

8. Submit this document with all three assessments under Assignments  First Writing Assignment  Proof of Self 
and Peer Assessment (File name doesn’t matter for this one!) 
 

9. Be sure to review the feedback your peers give you to help you revise your own paper before the final submission! 

LMY
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Peer and (Self) Assessment Sheet 
CLAS 1110, Prof. Yarrow, Second Writing Assignment 

EMPLID of paper being assessed: Is this a peer or self assessment? 

Points Directions 
0 6 = a AMAZING idea as the thesis that you couldn't have thought of yourself 

5 = there is a clear, focused thesis 
4 = a thesis but it is kind of broad and general 
3 = if you think there is a thesis but aren't  
2 = if it seems like the paper is on subject but a thesis can't be identified.   
1 = if you have no idea why they wrote what they wrote. 

0 6 = the references to the other book and the class reading are combined in AMAZING insightful ways you couldn't have thought of 
yourself.  
5 = the references to the other book and the class readings all work together to support the thesis. 
4 = the references to the other book and the class readings all seem generally relevant but done all tie in with the thesis. 
3 = some of references to the articles and the class readings seem off topic or repetitive.  
2 = there are less than eight references to the periodicals and the class readings (<5  from the periodicals, and/or <3 from class 
readings).   
1 = if you have no idea why they wrote what they wrote. 

0 Word count: 2 = Between 900-1200 words; 1 = over 800 words OR over 1200 words; 0 = less than 800 words 
0 Is MLA format used correctly? 2 = yes; 1= attempted, but not right; 0 = missing 

Here are some examples for periodicals: 
Poniewozik, James. "TV Makes a Too-Close Call." Time 20 Nov. 2000: 70-71.  
Krugman, Andrew. "Fear of Eating." New York Times 21 May 2007 late ed.: A1.  

0 6 =  Organization is sequential and appropriate to assignment; paragraphs are well developed and appropriately divided; ideas linked 
with smooth and effective transitions. 
5 =  Competent organization without sophistication. Competent paragraph structure; satisfactory transitions.  
4 =  Attempts to organize around a thesis with some success; paragraphs are mostly stand-alones with weak transitions.  
3 =  Organization, while attempted, is unsuccessful. Paragraphs are simple, disconnected and formulaic. Poor transitions and 
sequence. May be confusing and/or disjointed.  
2 =  Organization, if evident at all, is confusing and disjointed; paragraph structure is weak; transitions are missing, inappropriate or 
illogical.  
1 =  A single long rambling paragraph or collection of sentences.  

0 Are there grammar mistakes?  0 = lots, 1 = some, 2 = one or two maybe, 3 = looks great to me! 
0 Spelling, capitalization, punctuation mistakes?  2 = fine, 1 = a few mistakes, 0 = I lost count 
0 What would you do to improve this essay? Give at least three suggestions:  (leave points at zero) 
0 (write your suggestion here; leave points at zero) 
0 (write your suggestion here; leave points at zero) 
0 (write your suggestion here; leave points at zero) 
0 Award points based on how much more work you think the essay needs. 10 = only tweak if you have time down to 0 = you should put 

in all the time you have! This really needs help! 
0 Do you think the person writing this paper understood the basic goals of the assignment?  3 = yes, 2 = kind of, 1 = a little, 0 = no 
0 Are you positive that the other book or piece of literature being compared to our class readings in this paper is an appropriate choice 

for this assignment.  3 = absolutely, 2 = mostly sure, 1 = it's on the fence, 0 = nope, it was a poor choice. 
43 TOTAL (maximum = 43; to make this chart add everything up automatically right click on number and select update field.) 
If this is a self assessment, based on the official grading rubric for your first paper what was the category you think there is greatest room for 
improvement this time around?   What have you done to address that issue in this second paper? 

If this is a self assessment, what written feedback did your receive on your first paper that might be applicable to this paper?  What have you done 
differently in response to that feedback? 
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Unit! Class 
no. 

Readings Associated vocabulary Passages we discussed in 
class 

Images used to help further our 
understanding (describe them!) 

The 
Homeric 
World 

1 --    
2 Extracts from Homer's Odyssey, Books 4 & 8    
3 Extracts from Homer's Odyssey, Books 9-10    
4 Extracts from Homer's Odyssey, Books 11    
5 Homeric Hymn to Aphrodite    

A Social 
History 

Interlude 

6 Selections from Sappho    

The 
World of 

the 
Greek 
Polis 

7 --    
8 Extracts from Herodotus: Opening, Croesus, 

The Persian Constitutional Debate, the 300 at 
Thermopylae 

   

9 Extracts from Thucydides: Opening, Pericles' 
Funeral Oration and the Plague 

   

10 Extracts from Plato's Republic: Thoughts on the 
Nature of Democracy, Censorship, The Allegory 
of the Cave, and the Myth of Er 

   

11 -Watch Virtual Class Video-    

Athenian 
Theatre 

12 One of the Following Tragedies: Sophocles, 
Oedipus the King (Grene translation); 
Sophocles, Antigone (Grene translation); 
Euripides, Medea (Warner translation) 

   

13 Aristophanes, Lysistrata (Henderson translation)    
 

Other key concepts or facts you think it would be fair to test you on.  Ideally these should be things that connected different classes together. 
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How to earn full participation credit! 

A Checklist 

� Don’t miss more than two classes without a documented emergency. 
� Come to class with a copy of the readings in print format, downloaded onto a tablet larger than 

7 inches that allows you to annotate the pdfs, or downloaded to your laptop. (Your phone does 
not count!) 

� Take notes in class using the your own notebook, your copies of the text and any note taking 
sheets I distribute. 

� Be sure to hold one position of responsibility with your team every other class and to fulfill are 
your duties in that position well. 

Rotating positions of responsibility include: 

Team Leader - The day’s team leader is responsible for ensuring the sign-in sheet  is 
completed properly and makes it into my master attendance folder at the end of class, 
that handouts are distributed, and everything that needs to makes it back into the team 
folder, and that I get the team folder back as well.  They should also help keep everyone 
on task and focused. 

Recorder – The day’s recorder(s) are the ones who write out any answers that need 
writing during class.  Nominate a recorder at the start of every class.  Some classes will 
require more than one recorder, if we break up into sub-groups or pairs. 

Reporter – The day’s reporter is the person who I will call on to speak on behalf of the 
team if your name is picked at random, or if your team volunteers.  You get credit just 
for putting your name into the hat!  Most of the time you will not have to do anything 
other than regular team participation. 

Digital Archivist – The day’s archivist is responsible for documenting all parts of the 
team’s participation in digital form and posting this in the first place to the team wiki 
with the correct title format, so for example “1 – Backstory and Course Details”.  So the 
class number and then a short description of what the class was about.  The easiest way 
to be the digital archivist is to install a scanner program (ScannerPro is good) on your 
smart phone and then upload those pdfs. 

� Be sure to have held each type of position of authority once before the midterm and then once 
more before the final. 

� Edit and contribute to the team wiki at least five times in addition to your service as your team’s 
digital archivist, if not many more times! 

� Fill out the team sign-in sheet accurately every time you come to class! 
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My Fall 2015 “Report Card” 

Over half of my CLAS 1110 students responded to a self-designed survey—not a bad sample size. 

Below is a summary of the responses with real numbers, but on the whole I feel that I'm mostly meeting 
my goals, but I can do somethings to be more student-oriented in approach. 

The blanked out class slides caused frustration on BB.  This was my compromise between wanting you to 
have images and my unwillingness to fully publish my lecture materials.  I need a different 
compromise.  I'm considering doing a noting taking helping sheet for each class and only putting images 
relevant to the exams in a file, not the slides themselves.  Reconstructing my slides is not as useful 
to  you as studying from your own notes.  I'll need to find some way for students to access the slides 
under certain circumstances. 

The printing/textbook issue was divisive, but the primary concerns were cost, time, and organization.  I 
need to find ways to help students make their own 'packets' on the cheap and/or publish lists of the 
most relevant page #s for printing.  I've some ideas and will continue to problem-solve the issue. 

I will make the team review exercise homework and provide more instructor led content review next 
semester. 

I will instruct my paper graders to focus even more on detailed written comments as well as completing 
the rubric. 

I'll try to slow down.  I may try to shorten some of the readings. 

I've secured a new classroom for next semester. 

I'll give some thought about how to address the concerns of students who don't have a positive team 
experience. 

And, I'll rewrite my classes in the first half of the semester to include team quizzes. 

-- 

58% agreed "The way I taught made you study more than you generally do for other core classes."  24% 
ambivalent, 18% disagreed. 

59% agreed "The way I taught and how I made it part of your grade made you more likely to attend 
class."  30% ambivalent, 11% disagreed. 

90% found the extra credit a positive feature, but 13% were stressed out by it. 

62% liked your teams, 23% didn't have strong feelings, 15% did not.  HOWEVER, only 34% think it had a 
positive impact on their learning, and 21% would avoid teams in future classes.   

56% though team size was ok, but a sizable minority 38% said they were too big. 
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The review section caused the most disagreement 30% thought it worked, 30% thought it didn't, 40% 
didn't have a strong opinion. 

62% found rubrics helpful, but a huge 70% found written feedback useful. 

77% found team quizzes useful! 

There was no clear consensus if or how to cut:   
• 22 – Nothing  
• 8 – shorten some of 

it  
• 2 – Aristophanes  
• 2 – medicine  
• 1 – second part was 

better than the first 
bit  

• 1 – first bit was  
better than the 
second part  

• 2 – Herodotus  
• 1  – Homeric Hymn  
• 4  – Polybius  
• 1  – Juvenal  

• 2 – Lewis and 
Reinhold  

• 3  – Livy  
• 3  – Vergil  
• 3 – Pliny 

The most common answers to "What else do I need to know from the student perspective to do a better 
job next semester?" can be summarized as follows:   

• The slides on BB = Grrrrrrrr….    
• More instructor led review!  
• Slow down!  
• Think about the team experience: who doesn’t it work for?  
• Change classrooms! 
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