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Classical Cultures is part of Brooklyn College's core curriculum.  It 
introduces our students to Greco-Roman Antiquity, especially its rich 
literary tradition.  This can often seem very far removed from the here 
and now.   
 

 In my sections students are invited to 'put themselves into the 
picture' by finding traces of the classical past in their own lives.  These 
"selfies" are then shared and discussed at the start of every class.  They 
form a sense of community in a large lecture class. The exercise reflects 
my extra-credit philosophy:  students learn more when they act by 
choice and select for themselves their subject of inquiry.   "Fun" can be 
the fastest way to teach key concepts.  The take-away from this lesson?  
Classics is alive and well all around us! 



Raquel 
FEARSOME SENATORS 

Over the past weekend  I visited my friend at 
Binghamton University and had the chance not only to  
see a hockey game but was also chosen for the 
challenge. The name of the team is the Senators. While 
we have  not discussed Ancient Roman government I 
was  instantly reminded of our discussion of  
democracy within the ancient Greek time 
ie Herodotus,Thucydides and Plato.  The Senators in 
ancient time in Rome were the advising and governing 
council. The  notion of senators directly contrast the  
radical democracy that the Athenians had  instead they 
are considered a representative democracy (similar to 
the government we have today.)  The game was  filled 
with violence and shouting making the name Senators 
started to feel more like Gladiators. The fans however I 
found were more into a sort of radical democracy 
yelling whatever they felt at the refs and players of the 
opposing teams and then yelling " you didn't even 
know the answer!"  at myself when I soon after this 
photo lost the challenge. In any event hockey is super 
fun, wildly violent and radically democratic.  



Ratha 
TEMPTED BY THE SIRENS 

The	  woman	  in	  the	  Starbucks	  logo	  is	  a	  Siren.	  In	  Greek	  
mythology,	  the	  Sirens	  are	  creatures	  with	  the	  head	  of	  a	  
female	  and	  the	  body	  of	  a	  bird.	  Later	  in	  history,	  Sirens	  
appeared	  as	  half	  female	  and	  half	  fish.	  Sirens	  are	  seduc>ve	  
female	  creatures	  in	  Greek	  mythology.	  The	  Starbucks	  Siren	  
is	  drawn	  as	  half	  female	  and	  half	  fish	  because	  she	  
represents	  the	  company’s	  hometown,	  the	  coast	  of	  SeaBle,	  
Washington.	  Why	  did	  Starbucks	  choose	  a	  Siren?	  Well,	  I	  
think	  the	  irresis>ble	  smell	  of	  coffee	  aroma	  lures	  customers	  
to	  Starbuck’s	  doors.	  Similar	  to	  the	  part	  in	  the	  Odyssey	  
when	  the	  sirens	  lured	  Odysseus'	  sailors	  to	  their	  death.	  



Emil 
MEDUSA’S SEDUCTION 

I actually didn't notice this until I was going outside on 
Friday night and I did a little research on the name Eros 
and it is basically Cupid in Greek history. He did the 
same thing fly around And make people fall in love with 
each other, he is thought to have been one of the gods 
who created the earth and put a little spin on some 
things he wanted. Eros also was a prankster he pulled 
pranks on the gods and humans of the mortal world. 
Not only is the cologne called Eros for the God of love 
it has an imprinted medusa head right in the middle of 
the bottle and the bottle cap. Medusa was a serpent 
creature/lady and she turns people into stone once you 
look at her which causes them to obviously die. 



Shelly 
THE KID-FRIENDLY VERSION 

In	  honor	  of	  this	  class,	  I	  have	  decided	  to	  watch	  Disney's	  movie	  
Hercules!	  The	  actual	  Greek	  story	  of	  Hercules	  begins	  with	  the	  
enemy	  he	  had	  before	  he	  was	  even	  born,	  Hera.	  In	  a	  rage	  over	  
Zeus's	  Mistress's	  pregnancy,	  Hera	  set	  out	  to	  hurt	  Hercules.	  
When	  he	  became	  an	  adult,	  she	  cast	  a	  spell	  on	  him	  that	  drove	  
him	  temporarily	  insane	  and	  caused	  him	  to	  murder	  his	  wife	  
and	  children.	  Hercules	  went	  to	  Apollo	  and	  begged	  to	  be	  
punished	  for	  what	  he	  had	  done.	  Although	  Apollo	  understood	  
that	  Hercules's	  crime	  was	  not	  his	  fault,	  he	  s>ll	  insisted	  that	  he	  
make	  amends	  and	  ordered	  him	  to	  perform	  12	  Heroic	  Labors	  
for	  the	  Mycenaean	  king	  Euyrstheus.	  He	  completed	  each	  and	  
every	  one	  of	  them.	  For	  his	  final	  challenge,	  Hercules	  traveled	  
to	  Hades	  underworld	  in	  order	  to	  kidnap	  Cerberus,	  where	  lay	  a	  
three-‐headed	  dog	  that	  guarded	  its	  gates.	  The	  three-‐headed	  
dogs	  were	  in	  the	  movie!!	  However,	  Disney	  twisted	  the	  story	  
to	  make	  a	  love	  one	  instead.	  So	  shocking.	  In	  the	  movies,	  
Hercules	  saved	  the	  woman	  he	  loved,	  who	  was	  taken	  by	  
Hades,	  from	  the	  land	  of	  the	  dead.	  At	  this	  moment	  in	  the	  
movie,	  Hercules,	  half	  mortal	  half	  god,	  became	  a	  god,	  for	  he	  
put	  himself	  before	  anyone	  else.	  This	  is	  ironic	  seeing	  that	  
through	  the	  Greek	  stories	  we've	  seen	  that	  gods	  have	  done	  
things	  based	  on	  self	  interest	  and	  impulsive	  desires.	  But	  we	  
cant	  teach	  that	  to	  children	  now	  can	  we?	  	  



Elan 
PRAYING FOR WEALTH 

Here	  we	  see	  the	  name	  of	  Hermes,	  second	  youngest	  son	  of	  
Zeus.	  At	  first,	  I	  had	  a	  hard	  >me	  determining	  a	  connec>on	  
between	  a	  clothing	  store	  and	  the	  aBributes	  of	  Hermes	  
himself,	  as	  the	  god	  was	  known	  as	  a	  trickster,	  and	  a	  
conveyor	  of	  souls	  to	  the	  underworld	  (among	  a	  long	  list	  of	  
others).	  He	  was	  known	  to	  care	  for	  humankind,	  but	  I	  had	  yet	  
to	  find	  a	  connec>on	  in	  the	  company's	  choice	  of	  name.	  Then	  
I	  thought	  maybe	  it	  was	  due	  to	  the	  fact	  that	  he	  was	  also	  the	  
god	  of	  trade,	  but	  that	  seemed	  so	  general,	  meaning	  I	  could	  
make	  sense	  of	  it	  if	  it	  were	  an	  import/export	  company,	  but	  a	  
clothing	  company?	  Then	  I	  looked	  around	  me	  for	  the	  first	  
>me...and	  I	  saw	  it.	  This	  en>re	  area	  was	  a	  tribute	  to	  the	  
classics.	  Below	  I	  have	  included	  another	  photo	  from	  right	  
across	  the	  street.	  It	  is	  a	  columned	  structure	  iden>cal	  to	  
that	  of	  those	  in	  the	  ancient	  Hellene's	  world.	  The	  area	  is	  rife	  
with	  such	  symbolic	  monuments.	  Perhaps	  the	  god	  of	  trade	  is	  
indeed	  specific	  enough	  a	  name	  to	  invoke	  in	  a	  place	  that	  
pays	  such	  homage	  to	  the	  ancients,	  so	  much	  so	  that	  they	  
propose	  to	  figura>vely	  be	  under	  the	  auspices	  of	  this	  very	  
god	  in	  their	  business	  dealings.	  



Chaya 
MAKE ME YOUR APHRODITE 

Katy Perrys song "Dark Horse" took on  a whole new 
meaning after taking Classical Cultures with 
Professor Yarrow. When Katy's lyrics say "make me your 
Aphrodite, make me your one and only.." she is 
referencing  Aphrodite known for being the most 
beautiful goddess. 
I find it fascinating that ancient mythology is still very 
much referenced to in today's modern days. 



Chaya 
A GOD IN DRAG 

I found this drawing in the halls of Brooklyn College. It 
is titled Hermes in a shell. it was drawn by Stacia Lynne. 
Finding this picture cool, I researched a bit about the 
story of Hermes, a g-d in the underworld while doing so 
I  found out that Hermes, the son of Zeus, was known 
to be a genius from the time he was born, he found an 
empty tortoise shell and used it as a Lyre. 



Chaya 
BUYING THE BARD 

While shopping in Barnes and Nobles book store I 
came across a bust for sale. Thinking the statue was 
rather interesting  I picked it up only to find out that it 
was supposed to look like Homer. I took the 
opportunity to snap a selfie with it thinking this would 
make a great extra credit. Although the name Homer 
was given to name the combination of oral tradition, 
this bust represents what the original "Homer" could 
have possibly looked like.  



Mukhammad 
A KITCHEN EPITHET 

The metaphor "rosy-fingered dawn"  is referred to a 
fresh and young beginning of Odysseus's hardships  of 
a journey. 
 
Similarly,     dishwashing     soap Dawn helps to remove 
all the adhesive residues and grease of used platters 
and it  has a distinctive fresh scent too.  After all, the 
platters will be ready for use like a new beginning of 
Odysseus's journey.  



Christopher 
HEROIC DRINKING 

This is a wine and spirit store named Odyssey on 38th 
street and 10th avenue in Manhattan. It is relatable to 
our class because throughout the Odyssey, Odysseus 
and other characters frequently drink wine, and share it 
with others. One can then assume that this store sells 
very good quality wine, as it has to live up to the 
standards of wine in the Odyssey. Wine was very 
common amongst Greek culture, and as shown in the 
Odyssey, it was accompanied with almost every meal. 



Malika 
DON’T TRUST THE LABELS 

This is at the Brooklyn Museum. This is labelled as a 
Head of Serapis Greco-Egyptian God, who was created 
to solidify their ruling. The deity combined aspects of 
Egyptian Gods (Osiris) with Greek deities (Zeus, the king 
of gods).He has a Greek human appearance  like Greek 
gods, but with Egyptian trappings. 
 
BUT, Prof. Yarrow has taught us it’s Zeus Ammon who 
has ram horns, not Serapis! Serapis wears a grain 
measuring instrument on his head. 



Berclude 
GREEK THEMES IN EGYPTIAN CINEMA 

I went to the movie theater on Saturday, I saw the movie 
"Gods of Egypt". The Gods in this movie live among 
mortal humans. But they are distinguished from humans 
by their ability to transform into animals and their 
greater height. A mortal Hero named Bek tried to rescue 
the world and his lover. The Gods also had connections 
with the dead. This movie have a lot of connection with 
the topics we have been covering in class. There's a Hero, 
Gods are able to transform like in The Odyssey and the 
setting where it takes place as a lot of scriptures and 
drawing like the ones we saw in class. 



Kara 
CROWNING GLORY 

I found this in the Brooklyn Museum of Art. This is one 
of the four remaining gold wreaths from its time. While 
winners of athletic contests were not given actual gold 
wreaths, they were given crowns made of vines and 
flowers. Wreaths like this were made to emulate the 
original ones used, and worn by the upper class.  



Talha 
A MORTAL BEGINNING 

This is the first human maiden made from clay by 
Prometheus (sculpted by Paul Manship). Prometheus 
shaped man/woman out of mud and Athena breathed 
life into his clay figures. He is one of the titans best 
known as the creator of mankind and its greatest 
benefactor who gave mankind fire stolen from Mount 
Olympus. Prometheus also tricked Zeus when he asked 
mortals to give a portion of each food to the gods which 
shows Prometheus love for mortals. 



Cindy 
INSIGHT INTO MODERN ART 

Upon	  entrance	  to	  a	  dimly	  lit	  fiZng	  room,	  I	  was	  pleasantly	  
surprised	  to	  find	  two	  mannequins	  placed	  in	  the	  opposite	  
corners	  of	  the	  room.	  Being	  that	  both	  of	  them	  were	  
completely	  undressed,	  I	  assumed	  that	  they	  were	  pa>ently	  
awai>ng	  to	  be	  fully	  clothed	  and	  eventually	  put	  on	  display.	  In	  
history,	  mannequins	  were	  used	  as	  decora>on	  or	  as	  a	  method	  
of	  promo>ng	  seasonal	  fashion	  trends.	  Despite	  the	  fact	  that	  
this	  concept	  was	  probably	  not	  around	  during	  Ancient	  Greek/
Roman	  >mes,	  these	  models,	  just	  like	  the	  many	  iconic	  
statues,	  closely	  modeled	  the	  human	  form.	  They	  promoted	  
the	  ideal	  vision	  of	  the	  body	  and	  o^en	  displayed	  gods	  found	  
in	  their	  culture.	  	  
	  
Unfortunately,	  this	  mannequin	  didn't	  have	  a	  fig	  leaf	  carefully	  
etched	  into	  where	  his	  genitalia	  would	  be	  so	  I	  took	  it	  upon	  
myself	  to	  censor	  this	  image.	  



Berclude 
HOW WE WRITE 

In the Ancient Greek time, they used fountain pen (or 
different form of fountain pen) such as reed pen to write. 
In this picture I am illustrating the importance of writing 
instruments that has been with us throughout history 
with different faces to create the beautiful manual script 
in present times. Handwriting seems to have been first 
exercised in Greece about 1800 to 1500 B.C. Cadmus was 
the inventor of writing letters in Greek History.  



Travis 
AN EPIC LANDSCAPE 

Perhaps it was a view like this that Odysseus and his 
crew saw before they were whisked away by violent 
winds. Odysseus alone was unable to secure the passage 
of the fleet home. Odysseus was engulfed by a mutinous 
crew, was it issues of trust or concern that caused them 
to open that bag. 



Olivia 
THE PROFESSOR’S POT 

So	  I'm	  a	  part	  of	  Team	  Hermes.	  I	  was	  glad	  that	  professor	  
Yarrow	  allowed	  me	  to	  take	  a	  picture	  with	  her	  vase.	  I	  could	  
not	  find	  the	  exact	  picture	  that	  was	  on	  the	  vase	  to	  tell	  the	  
story	  however	  I	  did	  some	  research	  on	  Greek	  vases.	  Greek	  
poBery	  was	  from	  the	  1000	  BC	  	  to	  400	  BCE,	  it	  did	  not	  only	  tell	  
stories	  on	  the	  vases.	  But	  majority	  of	  the	  vases	  were	  used	  for	  
everyday	  things,	  just	  as	  professor	  uses	  it	  to	  collect	  the	  
reporters	  for	  class.	  This	  vase	  is	  very	  durable	  as	  well	  as	  the	  
others	  vases,	  even	  when	  broken	  it	  is	  s>ll	  a	  prize	  possession	  
to	  many	  individuals.	  This	  vase	  is	  red-‐figure	  poBery	  was	  
invented	  in	  Athens	  around	  530	  BCE	  and	  the	  style	  is	  
characterized	  by	  drawn	  red	  figures	  and	  a	  painted	  black	  
background.	  



Anindita 
A ROMAN SOCRATES? 

This is at the MET museum. I know this may not come 
off as the most creative picture but the reason as to why 
I choose this picture isn't as literal. This carving reminded 
me of Socrates’ death. As you can see, the main guy in 
the middle would be Socrates himself, as he is 
surrounded by his peers and friends. The two people at 
the end of the carving look as if they are grieving. Just 
like Socrates’ death bed side, he had his friends crying 
their hearts out. Socrates was pretty dope in the way 
that he died for what he believed and wasn't going to 
back out just to "fit" into society. In my opinion he died a 
honorable death.  



Kate 
AGAINST THE ODDS 

When the Athenian army defeated the Persian army in 
490 B.C., the Athenians forced the 
messenger Pheidippides to run to Athens, 26 miles away, 
and announce their victory in the war.  
 
This is me overlooking Philly after running 
the Philadelphia marathon, 26.2 miles.  



Tan 
“STRONGER THAN GREASE!” 

I took this picture because of the fun play on words. 
"Stronger than grease!" is the trademarked slogan of the 
company as Greek and grease are similar phonetically. 
Ajax plays an important role in Homer's Iliad and 
Odyssey. Ajax is mighty and took on the Trojans and 
killed many Greek soldiers.  



Steve 
TELLING TIME 

In this picture, I'm standing next to the clock tower on 
the library. The first clock tower was invented by the 
Greeks in approximately 100 BCE. It was called the Tower 
of the Winds. It had a water clock that was connected to 
eight sundials on the exterior of the tower.  



Travis 
I MUST CONTINUE 

The journey home can be one of peril. It is easy become 
lost in the moment, Either willingly or subconsciously. In 
the Odyssey, readers are introduced to lotus eaters. 
Those who have found a blissful existence that 
guarantees their ruin. I came to America for better 
opportunities. I regret the snow and miss the environs of 
my place of birth, Jamaica. I endure trials to make it 
home. It is quite easy to get caught up with the lights 
and frivolous awes, but I must continue towards my 
destination. 



Chaya 
ADVENTURES FOR THE WHOLE FAMILY 

My entry for the extra credit "selfie contest" includes a 
photo of me standing near the car my family drives. It is 
called the Odyssey by Honda. According to the 
Merriam Webster dictionary the definition of the word 
odyssey is "A long journey full of adventures." Just as the 
Odyssey by Homer, describes the lengthy 
adventures and journeys taken by Odysseus and his men 
this car represents the exciting journeys my family has 
taken in the past. Although our journeys are not quite as 
eventful as Odysseus's, this car allows us to go on our 
own personal odysseys. 



Gregory 
ROCKEFELLER’S ATLAS 

In this picture I'm standing in front of the statue of Atlas 
at 5th Avenue, Rockefeller Center, across the street from 
St. Patrick's Cathedral. The statue depicts Atlas, a titan 
who after siding with the other titans in their war against 
the Olympians, was condemned by Zeus to forever hold 
up the sky on his shoulders. This fact is commonly and 
incorrectly cited that Atlas was condemned to hold the 
world on his shoulders. Here we see a correct depiction 
of Atlas' punishment. Looking closely at the sphere, you 
will see symbols at different points all around it. These 
symbols represent the positions of the moon and the 12 
Zodiac constellations in relation to the sun in our sky. 



Shterna 
EVEN AT BREAKFAST 

In our Classical Cultures class, we've been learning about 
the GREEK mythology. GREEK yogurt uss the word Greek, 
though it doesnt originate from Greece. Originating in 
the Middle East or Central Asia, Greek yogurt has 
different names and variations in different countries. In 
Greece, Greek yogurt is used in a dessert dip named 
"Tzatziki" and is traditionally made from sheep's milk. 
Where as, in the United States, many Americans use 
Greek yogurt as a fewer-calorie substitute for sour cream 
or a healthier breakfast option.  



Elan 
A SEA-GOD IN BROOKLYN 

I've chosen the sculpture of Neptune (Poseidon in the 
Greek), frolicking in the Electric Fountain in Brooklyn's 
Grand Army Plaza, brandishing his iconic trident. Being 
winter time, the fountain was turned off, but you could 
still vividly imagine the scene to be set as the waves of 
water come crashing down all around him. They call him 
by his Roman name, but he is both Neptune as well as 
Poseidon, the awesome God of the Sea (did they have a 
concept of tectonic plates??), earthquakes and horses. 
Poseidon was the son of the Titans Cronus and Rhea. 
Two of his notable siblings were the mighty king of the 
Gods, Zeus and the Namesake of my team for the class: 
Hestia. 


