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Classical Cultures is part of Brooklyn College's core curriculum.  It 
introduces our students to Greco-Roman Antiquity, especially its rich 
literary tradition.  This can often seem very far removed from the here 
and now.   
 

 In my sections students are invited to 'put themselves into the 
picture' by finding traces of the classical past in their own lives.  These 
"selfies" are then shared and discussed at the start of every class.  They 
form a sense of community in a large lecture class. The exercise reflects 
my extra-credit philosophy:  students learn more when they act by 
choice and select for themselves their subject of inquiry.   "Fun" can be 
the fastest way to teach key concepts.  The take-away from this lesson?  
Classics is alive and well all around us! 



Ahmed 
SNAPCHAT FILTER Not even sure what’s up with these new SnapChat filters but 

hey, its similar to what the Spartans wore during the war with 
the Athenians. Well I'm no spartan because if I were one I 
would've had these weapons passed down to me. During 
ancient times Spartan warriors were trained from a young 
age, so warfare was considered a norm. Armour 
also represented symbolism, as a mother would beg for her 
son to return with his shield or if he dies, with him on 
it."Come back with your shield - or on it" (Plutarch, Mor.
241) We can assume that the shield meant more to the family 
then her son's life. Some argue that the Spartans fought with 
heart because majority of their weapons were passed down 
and to leave a weapon behind, was a disgrace to the family. 
Returning alive with your gear such as your helmet, but 
leaving your shield behind was a dishonor. As explained by 
the Spartan king, Demaratos that a shield was to protect 
everyone and a helmet was to protect oneself. So the shield 
represented the entire army and the helmet represented one 
warrior.  Although they didn't quite use an axe they used a 
similar weapon with the same motion as one, the Kopis. It is 
recored that the Athenians portrayed the use of the Kopis, as 
a "bad guys" weapon. Because the Kopis was a mix of a sword 
and an axe, and was used in the same motion one would use 
an axe. The shield which was primarily used for defense, it 
was also used for offense by bashing the opponent. The 
spartan will buy himself time by using the a shield offensively, 
to switch his attacking weapon. The shield was know as the 
aspis or commonly known as the hoplon, weighing about 
thirty pounds with thin edges. 



Parvene 
GREEK INFLUENCE IN JAPANESE ANIME 

So, you're probably wondering why I'm taking a selfie 
with a stuffed toy cat... Unless you read the title.  I have 
always loved Japanese anime, growing up one of my 
favorites was a show called Sailor Moon. They were 
heavily influenced by Greek and Roman mythology, 
something I never really payed attention to until this 
class. The characters in the show, the sailor scouts, were 
named after planets much like the Roman mythology 
goddesses and gods, like Sailor Jupiter, sailor Neptune, 
and etc. The scouts also had powers that were associated 
with they Roman mythical counterpart, so Jupiter had 
thunder powers and Neptune had powers associated 
with water. The cat that's in my selfie is named Artemis in 
the show. As we all know in Greek mythology Artemis is 
the sister of Apollo and she is always associated with the 
moon... And Artemis is from a show called Sailor MOON. 
Thereby again being associated with the moon proving 
how the Greeks influenced the Japanese that then made 
their influence into a show that was brought to America.  



Robin 
WHAT’S IN A NAME? 

My middle name is Alexandra: it is the feminine form of 
Alexander, means "the defender of man" or "protector of 
man". Alexandra, also known as Cassandra, was the 
daughter of King Priam and Queen Hecuba. According to 
the God Apollo, she was granted the gift of foretelling the 
future and Apollo tried to sleep with her. Since she 
rejected him, he punished her, cursed her so one would 
believe any of her prophecies. 
 
For more information: http://www.greekmythology.com/
Myths/Mortals/Cassandra/cassandra.html 



Anna 
DIVINE CHOCOLATE 

The name for the chocolate bar “Mars” is the same name 
for the ancient roman God of war. Mars is a Roman name 
and Ares is a Greek name the ancient god of war. He was a 
protector of Rome and city borders, and the Roman way of 
life. In mythology he was considered the father of twins 
Romulus and Remus, the founders of Rome.  
 
http://www.ancient.eu/Mars/ Mars (Ares) is the son of Zeus 
and Hera and he belongs to the second generation of 
Olympians. 



Darryl 
A LIVING LANGUAGE! 

This	  is	  a	  selfie	  from	  Greek	  Orthodox	  Easter	  last	  year.	  Here	  I	  am	  standing	  with	  
my	  boyfriend	  Stama=os	  Fo=os	  Milonas	  a@er	  the	  service	  on	  Easter	  morning.	  
Stama=os	  is	  from	  an	  Island	  named	  Xios	  known	  for	  the	  harves=ng	  of	  mas=ka	  
plants.	  His	  name	  originates	  from	  a	  Saint	  and	  the	  Greek	  root-‐meaning	  “stop”.	  
This	  name	  was	  originally	  bestowed	  on	  a	  son	  whose	  older	  siblings	  had	  not	  
survived,	  and	  was	  given	  in	  the	  sense	  of	  “stop	  dying.”	  Easter	  in	  the	  Greek	  
community	  symbolizes	  many	  things.	  It	  is	  the	  ending	  of	  holy	  week	  where	  each	  
day	  has	  a	  specific	  meaning	  and	  purpose	  within	  the	  religion.	  It	  also	  symbolizes	  
the	  end	  of	  a	  48	  day	  fast	  from	  dairy	  and	  meat	  from	  all	  who	  par=cipate.	  Most	  
of	  all	  however	  it	  is	  the	  celebra=on	  that	  Christ	  has	  risen.	  Every	  year	  as	  I	  walk	  
into	  Arch	  Angel	  Michael	  Church	  in	  Roslyn,	  New	  York	  I	  can	  feel	  a	  sense	  of	  
community.	  Walking	  down	  the	  center	  isle	  to	  find	  a	  pew	  everyone	  was	  
hugging,	  gree=ng,	  and	  embracing	  each	  other	  in	  the	  spirit	  of	  the	  holiday.	  
The	  walls	  are	  lined	  with	  hanging	  flowers;	  similar	  to	  the	  ones	  draped	  across	  
the	  ceiling.	  Each	  strand	  was	  aVached	  to	  a	  massive	  chandelier	  holding	  over	  
one	  hundred	  candles.	  Everyone	  dressed	  in	  their	  most	  elegant	  and	  
appropriate	  aWre	  with	  huge	  warm	  smiles	  on	  their	  faces.	  This	  church	  is	  
enormous	  with	  two	  levels	  and	  could	  fit	  almost	  five	  hundred	  people	  with	  the	  
overwhelming	  smell	  of	  incense.	  As	  everyone	  takes	  their	  seats	  music	  began	  to	  
play.	  Almost	  all	  at	  once	  the	  en=re	  church	  begins	  to	  sing	  in	  unison	  what	  is	  
known	  as	  “Christ	  will	  rise”	  song.	  Soon	  a@er	  the	  singing	  had	  ended	  Psalms	  
hymns,	  and	  readings	  dealing	  with	  the	  death	  of	  Christ	  were	  read	  aloud.	  A@er,	  
the	  three	  men	  leading	  the	  ceremony	  walked	  up	  the	  aisle	  dressed	  in	  royal	  
looking	  garb	  with	  long	  beards	  and	  decorated	  hats.	  
The	  three	  men	  proceed	  to	  give	  a	  10-‐minute	  speech	  in	  Greek.	  Through	  the	  
eyes	  and	  facial	  expressions	  on	  those	  around	  me	  I	  could	  see	  the	  passion,	  the	  
love,	  and	  loyalty,	  each	  and	  every	  one	  of	  them	  had	  for	  their	  faith.	  As	  this	  
por=on	  of	  the	  service	  came	  to	  a	  close	  the	  choir	  begins	  a	  chant	  that	  everyone	  
joined	  in	  on	  as	  we	  filed	  out	  of	  the	  building	  receiving	  a	  candle	  as	  we	  exited	  the	  
doors.	  As	  hundreds	  of	  people	  piled	  onto	  the	  streets	  on	  Roslyn	  the	  three	  men	  
leading	  the	  service	  came	  out	  followed	  by	  two	  younger	  men	  holding	  a	  tomb,	  
Jesus’s	  tomb.	  	  This	  symbolic	  ritual	  of	  following	  Jesus’s	  “tomb”	  around	  the	  
church	  shows	  every	  member	  of	  this	  community’s	  faithfulness	  and	  loyalty	  to	  
Christ.	  However	  during	  this	  por=on	  all	  I	  can	  really	  no=ce	  are	  the	  peoples	  
heads	  poking	  out	  of	  their	  houses	  and	  places	  of	  business	  because	  we	  were	  not	  
a	  small	  crowd	  and	  quite	  disrup=ve.	  	  A@er	  the	  hour	  long	  process	  of	  strolling	  
around	  blocks	  in	  the	  area	  this	  por=on	  of	  the	  ceremony	  had	  finished.	  We	  re-‐
entered	  the	  church	  wading	  back	  and	  forth	  through	  the	  sea	  of	  people	  un=l	  
everyone	  reached	  their	  seats	  once	  again.	  As	  soon	  and	  everyone	  was	  seVled	  
the	  leading	  men	  walked	  up	  and	  down	  the	  pews	  placing	  their	  pope-‐like	  hats	  
on	  everyone’s	  head	  along	  with	  placing	  oil	  on	  our	  foreheads	  blessing	  us.	  This	  
final	  por=on	  of	  the	  service	  took	  about	  another	  hour	  and	  a	  half	  concluding	  
with	  another	  song	  and	  odes	  of	  lamenta=on.	  



Mark 
COMPARATIVE MYTHOLOGY AND PURIM 
COSTUMES 

I was recently reading some stories from Greek mythology when 
I came across the story of Eros and Psyche. Although I had never 
heard or read the story before, it seemed oddly familiar. i realized 
that the story had a lot of parallels with another story that I do 
know. The story of Beauty and the Beast.  To summarize, Psyche 
is the prettiest girl in town, every guy wants a piece of her. She 
could have had anyone, but she was cursed to marry a beast. In 
an attempt to avoid the curse she finds her way to a mysterious 
castle, complete with invisible servants. She becomes engaged 
with the owner of the castle, an invisible being, someone to 
whom  she can never gaze. This guy is Cupid, and he is the beast 
she is cursed to live with. Eventually she  has to leave, breaking 
her Cupid's heart. He falls deathly ill, only to be healed upon 
being reunited with her.  I think this story is very similar to the 
story of Beauty of the Beast. Belle is the most beautiful girl in 
town, where every guy wants her. A series of events happen to 
her and she is stuck in a beasts castle, and it too has a bunch of 
invisible servants (in Disney's version they're talking cutlery--
close enough). She leaves, breaking his heart, causing him to fall 
deathly ill. He is only healed when she returns. 
The image is of me at a costume party some time ago, dressed up 
as Gaston from Disney's Beauty and the Beast. He was one of the 
guys chasing after Belle.  I may be stretching this connection a 
bit, but I don't think it's too crazy to say that Greek mythology 
helped shape modern stories.  And I'm not the only one who 
thought of this. A Google search reveals many results from like 
minded individuals. The one that I think breaks it down most 
clearly is this site. 
You can read the story of Cupid and Psyche here. 
The links, if hyperlinks aren't your style: 
http://hubpages.com/literature/Beauty-and-the-Beast-as-
retelling-of-old-myths 
http://www.greekmyths-greekmythology.com/psyche-and-eros-
myth/ 



Team Zeus 
NEPTUNE IN THE LIBRARY 

we decided to go to the library and get a room for some 
group studying. As we looked out the glass we spotted this 
picture of the Neptune; God of the sea, hurricanes, 
earthquakes and horses. Since none of us entered the 
selfie contest as of yet, we thought it would be a great idea 
to earn extra credit as a group especially since no other 
group has come up with the clever idea. Ironically we team 
Zeus discovered a picture of Neptune, who happens to be 
the brother of Zeus along with Hades. Together the trio 
ruled the world Zeus ruling the skies while Hades ruled the 
underworld leaving Neptune the sea. Which is why in many 
sculptures like the famous one in Florence Italy usually 
incorporate some element of water.  



Stephanie 
A LIVING LEGEND 

This	  is	  my	  youngest	  sister	  Daphne.	  Of	  greek	  origin,	  the	  name	  
Daphne	  is	  a	  classical,	  lyrical	  name	  due	  to	  the	  associa=on	  with	  
bay	  trees,	  plants,	  beauty	  and	  mythological	  references.	  In	  greek	  
mythology,	  Daphne	  was	  known	  as	  a	  Naiad;	  a	  type	  of	  female	  
nymph	  associated	  with	  fountains,	  wells,	  springs,	  steams	  and	  
other	  bodies	  of	  freshwater.	  The	  Sun	  God	  Apollo	  instantly	  fell	  in	  
love	  with	  Daphne	  (mostly	  due	  to	  Cupid's	  arrows	  a@er	  Apollo	  
teases	  him	  about	  his	  archery)	  but	  Daphne	  finds	  the	  idea	  of	  
loving	  anyone	  absolutely	  disgus=ng.	  Apollo	  s=ll	  chases	  her	  
around	  the	  woods	  and	  pursues	  her	  un=l	  she	  grows	  exhausted.	  
In	  order	  to	  protect	  her	  virginity	  and	  escape	  from	  Apollo,	  
Daphne	  pleads	  help	  from	  her	  father	  Peneus	  who	  hears	  her	  
prayers	  and	  turns	  her	  into	  a	  laurel	  plant.	  The	  laurel	  plant	  then	  
became	  a	  symbol	  for	  the	  heartbroken	  Apollo.	  	  



Sophia 
WHERE THE CYCLOPS DWELLS 

This is the Harrison's Cave, a crystallized cavern located in 
Barbados. This cave reminds me of Homer's Book 9 In the 
One Eyed Giant's Cave. Odysseus and his men encountered 
the giant's cave when they were close to the Cyclops shore. 
The Harrison's cave is also dark and rocky as Homer 
describes the Giant's cave. The lights that you see in the 
background of my picture is illuminated with flashlights as 
the cave does not have electricity. 



Mark 
CROSS-CULTURAL LINGUISTICS 

This is a painting I made with my Hebrew name (in 
orange). Since the Greek alphabet was borrowed from 
Hebrew, I thought this picture would be appropriate. 
 
My Hebrew name, spelled 'Tzvi' in English, pronounced 
'tsuh-vee', uses the Hebrew letters sadi - bet - yud, or  צבי 
(read right to left). 
 
According to this website by John Opsopaus, which maps 
the genetic correspondence between Greek and Hebrew, 
my name would be spelled  sigma - beta - iota in Greek, or 
Σβι. 
 
Opsopaus, John. "Genetic Correspondences Between 
Hebrew, Greek and Roman Alphabets." Genetic 
Correspondences Between Hebrew, Greek and Roman 
Alphabets. Biblioteca Arcana, 17 June 1997. Web. 29 Feb. 
2016.  



Nicolas   
ADVOCATING FOR SAFER SEX PRACTICES 

I chose this because it has the word Trojan on it. In 
addition, it has a Trojan solider as a logo. I did some 
research about the company but it didn't give any specific 
indication as to why they named their brand after the 
Trojan soldiers. I was left with yahoo answers and here are 
some theories: 
 
"Because the Trojans were known to have such a protective 
wall to their city...like condoms are a protective wall" 
 
"Because Trojans were known for being strong and they 
'slipped' into the city at night time when everyone else was 
sleeping. The Trojan horse was pure wood, and a strong 
structure. It's all about branding it to be awkward haha.." 
 
and my personal favorite: 
 
"They're called Trojan condoms because they help you 
come inside safely." 
 
Was this too inappropriate?  



Anna 
DANGERS UNLEASHED, DANGERS AVOIDED! 

Ancient Greece’ names all around us in the modern time. 
On my picture I have a Pandora bracelet and an evil eye 
bracelet. The name Pandora is the name of the first women 
that gods made out of clay. Zeus commanded Prometheus 
to create a woman on earth. Pandora is a symbol of 
cunning and beauty. 
The Evil eye came to us from ancient Greece. The evil eye 
protects people who believes in it from the bad lack for 
centuries. Greek people often safeguard themselves 
against bad fortune by keeping some form of mati or 
eyeball symbol somewhere important to them, such as 
their residence, workplace or vehicle. (http://
classroom.synonym.com/meaning-greek-eyeball-
symbol-7967.html) 



Samantha 
APHRODITES’ ROSE This is my amazing daughter Emma Rose. Rose is a symbol 

for most people for beauty and love; i always found Rose 
to be a beautiful name.in Roman and Greek mythology, 
there are many theories on how the rose came to be. My 
favorite is theory according to Roman legends, Flora (the 
Goddess of Spring and Flowers, found the dead body of her 
most beloved nymph, inconsolable - she begged the Gods 
to turn the dead body into the most beautiful flower so it 
can be recognized the Queen of all flowers. Apollo (God of 
the Arts), gave her life, Baccus gave her nectar, Vertumnus 
gave her fragrence, and Flora gave the dead body a crown 
of petals - and thus a rose was born.  According to Greek 
mythology, " Aphrodite, the Goddess of Love, was seen as 
the creator of the rose. In one tale Adonis, her lover, was 
mortally wounded, when hunting, by a wild boar. She 
hastened to his side and from the mixture of his blood and 
her tears grew a superb, fragrant, blood-red rose. In 
another version, Adonis was more superficially wounded 
and Aphrodite, while running to him, scratched herself on 
the thorns of a rose bush. Her blood started to flow at 
once and the white flowers on the bush turned to red. 
Finally, there is a story which tells us of the origin of the 
white rose: Aphrodite was born of sea-foam and from this 
foam, wherever it fell to the ground, grew white rose 
bushes". (copyright to http://www.ludwigsroses.co.za/) 
. 



Francesco 
PLAYING GOD(S) 

I used to always play this game but stopped long before 
this semester started. The other night it hit me that I have 
relative material in m home. The video game "God of War" 
for PlayStation is about a Greek character named Kratos. 
He is often referred to as the God of War because of the 
video game's title but he is not even a god in Greek 
mythology. He is actually just a personification for strength 
and power. he is also son of the Titans Pallas and Styx. 
Although I found that some sources claimed him son of 
Zeus with an unnamed mother. If not son of Zeus, he was 
the brother of Nike (victory), Bia (force), and Zelus (zeal), 
and the four siblings were the enforcers of Zeus. 



Katerine 
READY TO WIN 

This is a necklace I have had laying around my closet for a 
long time! Looking at it recently and think about this class 
in specific, I realized I have seen this design before besides  
a design for jewelry. I always see it used in Greek 
Mythology, actually after research I found out that it is 
awarded to victors. Specifically Apollo is depicted wearing 
one on his head! 



Abdulrahman 
SPREADING THE LOVE 

This doctor's office waiting room had a statue of Cupid as 
a part of its Valentine's Day decorations. In Greek 
mythology, Eros is the winged god of love, sometimes 
referred to as the son of Aphrodite. In class, when reading 
the Homeric Hymn to Aphrodite, we read about Zeus' 
revenge on Aphrodite, causing her to fall in love with a 
mortal. This vengeance was the result of Aphrodite causing 
gods and goddesses to fall in love with one another or with 
mortals many times. Eros was often involved in these 
schemes. This statue is probably Cupid, the Roman 
adaptation of Eros, because it depicts a young child rather 
than an adolescent. I've seen this type of statue before, 
with Cupid holding his right finger to his lips (perhaps 
symbolizing secretiveness) and, oftentimes (though not 
here) reaching for an arrow from his quiver with his left 
hand. In Roman mythology, Cupid's arrow causes sexual 
desire. Cupid's function and significance in classical 
mythology really makes him the perfect representative of 
Valentine's Day. 



Joseph 
A FRIEND HELPS OUT 

This is my best friend Giorgio Backlis, not only is he Greek 
he also got his whole arm tattooed with Greek mythology. 
What I am pointing to is Zeus the God of thunder and the 
sky. Zeus Is the King of the Gods, this image depicts Zeus 
about to throw a bolt of lighting at a Hydra which is a 
mythological animal which has many heads.  
Giorgio is such a good friend that when he found out I 
would get extra credit for anything related to my this class 
he ran right out to get this tattoo just so i could get a 
better grade (that is a joke). 



Andrew 
A COMPROMISE 

This is my dog. when we got him we wanted to name him 
a few different names. eventually we narrowed it down to 
Chronos and Hyperion. This debate lasted a long time and 
it was never settled, so we decided to name him Titan! 



Aida 
A STRONG LIONESS 

This Marble statue of lions Greek, Cycladic,ca 400-390 
B.C were sometimes us as a tomb monuments or as 
guardians. This statue was taken to Rome during the 
imperial period. Nowadays, lions are at the zoo for people 
to take picture at a distance because they may be 
dangerous sometime. Lion means a lot to me because 
Lion is the symbol for my country Senegal. Additionally, 
my last name is given the lion. In my language it is 
“Gainde Ndiaye”. There is a long story behind. 



Aida 
A CHILD NEEDING PROTECTION 

My second selfie is Marble grave stele of a young women 
Greek, Attic ca 400-390 B.C. Based on the note I got from 
the Museum, the young women leans against the framing 
pilaser of her grave stele in a pose hat may have been 
inspired by a famous contemporary statue of Aphrodite. I 
took this picture because of the young girl. Is she begging 
or forced to do something? The picture shows that the 
young girl is not safe and that old lady is powerful. For that 
reason we need protection from our parents.  The picture 
reminds me I am a parent and I feel fear for my children. 



Aida 
A GREEK “NDAA” 

During	  the	  week	  end,	  I	  went	  at	  the	  Metropolitan	  Museum	  of	  
Art	  at	  83	  st.	  and	  5	  ave.	  with	  my	  children.	  It	  was	  very	  cold	  but	  I	  
knew	  that	  I	  will	  find	  what	  I	  need	  for	  my	  selfie	  contest.	  I	  never	  
went	  to	  a	  museum	  in	  the	  United	  States.	  I	  discovered	  a	  lot	  of	  art	  
collec=on.	  I	  decided	  first	  to	  take	  my	  selfie	  with	  the	  jar	  named	  
TerracoVa	  amphora	  540	  B.C.	  This	  jar	  is	  called	  from	  La=n	  
amphora	  from	  Greek	  amphora.	  In	  my	  country	  in	  West	  Africa,	  
we	  have	  one	  similar	  jar	  to	  this	  one	  without	  the	  handle	  and	  call	  
“ndaa”.	  We	  use	  it	  to	  conserve	  special	  food	  like	  meat	  and	  water	  
to	  make	  it	  cold.	  Not	  everyone	  uses	  this	  jar	  at	  this	  moment	  
because	  of	  new	  technology.	  	  Based	  on	  some	  researches	  I	  did,	  I	  
have	  learned	  that	  “North-‐African	  produc=on	  was	  based	  on	  an	  
ancient	  tradi=on	  which	  may	  be	  traced	  back	  to	  the	  Phoenician	  
colony	  of	  Carthage".	  



Ahmed 
A POWERFUL EYE 

Throughout	  the	  week	  I	  visit	  a	  local	  cafe	  at	  night	  in	  Bay	  Ridge,	  
Brooklyn.	  I've	  seen	  the	  pain=ng	  on	  the	  wall	  mul=ple	  =mes	  in	  
the	  past.	  I	  knew	  what	  it	  represented	  but	  never	  cared	  to	  find	  
out	  the	  meaning	  behind	  it.	  So	  before	  I	  walked	  over	  to	  the	  
photo	  and	  embarrassed	  myself	  posing	  in	  front	  of	  the	  Hamsa	  
hand.	  I	  searched	  it	  to	  see	  it	  if	  it	  was	  relevant	  to	  the	  course,	  well	  
it	  was.	  The	  Hamsa	  hand	  is	  a	  hand	  with	  an	  eye	  in	  the	  middle	  of	  
it,	  its	  believed	  to	  protect	  a	  person	  from	  the	  evil	  eye.	  There	  is	  
record	  to	  believe	  that	  the	  "evil	  eye"	  was	  something	  of	  ancient	  
=mes.	  	  
	  
"Back	  in	  the	  8th	  century	  BC,	  the	  days	  of	  Plato,	  Homer,	  Plutarch,	  
and	  Theocritus,	  the	  evil	  eye	  was	  represented	  in	  both	  artwork	  
and	  literature.	  In	  fact,	  over	  one	  hundred	  works	  of	  literature	  
feature	  at	  least	  one	  men=on	  of	  the	  evil	  eye.	  Plutarch	  believed	  
that	  the	  icily	  glaring	  eyes	  created	  lethal	  rays,	  kind	  of	  like	  
poisoned	  darts,	  from	  deep	  within	  the	  person’s	  soul,	  leading	  to	  
the	  term	  “evil	  eye.”	  "	  
 


